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Dear Class of 2025, 

 

Welcome to James Madison College! These last few years have been 
challenging to us all as we proceed with our educational plans, but please 
know that the faculty, staff, and community at JMC are here to help you as 
you start your college career. 

 

I too am new at JMC. I started as Dean on July 1—a position I interviewed 
for, accepted, and started without physically setting foot on the Michigan 
State University campus. I hope many of you had a chance to visit prior to 
your decision to join us, but if you didn’t, I can assure you that you made a 
good choice!  JMC’s home in Case Hall is slowly repopulating as we prepare 
for in person learning, and the campus is as beautiful as ever. We are all 
ready for your arrival. 

 

Please make sure you are ready too. In addition to masks and vaccinations, 
make sure that you have done your summer reading prior to the start of 
Welcome Week. The summer reading and discussion session are a tradition 
in JMC to help introduce you to the academic environment and each other.  
This year, we have chosen “Land-grab universities” by Robert Lee and 
Tristan Ahtone. This article documents the expropriation of land from tribal 
nations for use as seed money for higher education under the Morrill Act.  As 
a land grant institution, MSU was one of the beneficiaries of this policy and 
therefore, so are you.  Please read it carefully and come prepared to talk 
about it with your first-year peers and faculty.  We’ll also have the authors on 
hand to share their knowledge and answer questions. 

 

Your experience at JMC will kick off with Welcome Week and a host of 
engaging activities to acquaint you with the residential college experience. 
You will also be assigned an upper-level JMC student as your peer mentor. 
The staff and faculty are here to help you with your transition to college life 
as well. 

 

I hope you are excited about starting your studies at JMC and MSU.  Please 
contact us with any questions or concerns you may have.  I look forward to 
meeting you soon! 

 

Best, 

 

Cameron G. Thies, Dean 


