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✓Mark your Calendar Madison Mourns the Loss 
of Douglas Hoekstra

Professor Douglas Jon Hoekstra passed away on May 21, 2006
at the age of 63 following routine surgery. Hoekstra was one of
the first professors at James Madison College. He helped shape
Madison into one of MSU’s most respected academic programs,
teaching and contributing for 36 years.

Hoekstra received his associate’s degree from Grand Rapids
Junior College, and his B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. degrees from
Michigan State University. As a professor, he inspired generations
of students with his teaching of American politics, the country’s
founding, and especially the presidency. As a scholar, he contributed greatly to the study
of the presidency, with particular emphasis on the role of character in decision making.
His most recent research drew upon original documents and focused on U.S. President
Gerald R. Ford, whose football locker Hoekstra used in high school.

“He was the kind of professor who you liked to run into in the hall because he was
very interested in your life and very interested in Michigan politics,” says Adam Wright, a
former student who’s now an attorney in Boston. Professor Ron Dorr remembers that
during the fall of 1974, Hoekstra said, “The heart of our enterprise in the classroom is
disciplined analysis—making students more careful and critical thinkers.” Says Dorr,
“I never forgot that apt phrase and guiding light.”

In his personal life, Hoekstra’s great love was his family. He is survived by his spouse
of 35 years, Ellen, and his children, David and Elisabeth. He valued time spent with
friends over good food and wine. His idea of respite was reading  the Sunday New York
Times or a mystery, occasionally combined with a trip to Traverse City’s East Bay. He
read voraciously, enjoyed movies, followed MSU sports, and traveled widely, but less than
he wished to. His friends and colleagues will miss his acerbic wit and critical intelligence
more than his cryptic e-mails and shameless puns. The gift of life was Doug’s own last
contribution, and his family would be deeply grateful to his friends who submit an organ
donation card.

Remembering Professor Hoekstra
By Randy Neice 

(PTCD/IR/Peace and Justice Studies,’05)

As James Madison College mourns the loss of Professor Douglas Hoekstra, it is also
healthy and appropriate to remember his contributions to the development of individual
students and to the institution as a whole. These personal stories are merely a snapshot
of what Professor Hoekstra offered to the Madison community, but I believe they are
illustrative of the important role he has played in the lives of hundreds of students.

continued on back cover

Celebrate Madison’s
40th Anniversary!
Mark your calendar now!
September 28-30, 2007

Kellogg Center, MSU

Alumni Association Meetings
December 9, 2006 — 12:00 p.m.
Farmington Hills

February 10, 2007
JMCAA Board Meeting, 12:00 p.m.
Prior to Career Day events

April 14, 2007, 2:00 p.m.
Location TBD

Alumni/Student Career Day
February 10, 2007
Case Hall

Annual Washington DC Area Alumni 
and Friends Reception
April 12, 2007
Evening (Location TBD)

We look forward to seeing you atany
or all of these events! Families and
friends are welcome. Contact Donna
Hofmeister at hofmeist@msu.edu
or 517-353-9977 with questions 
or to RSVP.
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Give Back to Madison
The James Madison College Alumni

Association (JMCAA) plays an instru-
mental role in the life of the college. As a
new academic year begins, we want to
take this opportunity to update you on
new JMCAA initiatives and current
JMCAA projects, as well as encourage
our alumni who have not yet renewed
membership this year or those who
have not joined the association to 
do so today.

Your alumni association is com-
pletely funded by member dues.
Madison’s growing student body
needs our support, and your JMCAA
membership will help us continue to
provide funding for new and expand 
current programs. You can sign up to 
join the association by visiting the 
Alumni section of the James Madison
College website at
www.jmc.msu.edu.
Also, enclosed in
this newsletter is an
application (see
page 23). Please
make sure you
check the box that
indicates you
are a Madison
alumnus. Part
($11.00) of
every $45.00
MSU/JMC
membership
comes back to
the JMCAA.

2006 was a
great year of growth in programming for
your alumni association. JMCAA has pre-
sented a number of programs geared
specifically toward students. For example,
each fall JMCAA hosts a Law Night.
Attorney alumni are asked to come back
to the college and speak to students about
applying to law school, how to succeed

once in law school, and their perspec-
tives on different paths towards and
within the legal community. Each fall
also brings Pizza Night for the students,
hosted by JMCAA. You may recall from
your days at Madison that this was held
at Crunchy’s. The event is now held at
the college, and we have had overwhelm-

ing atten-
dance by
students,
whose
focus has
clearly
changed
from pizza
to alumni
network-
ing oppor-

tunities. It is our goal to increase alumni
participation in this event next fall.

The largest, most well-attended event
by both students and alums is the
JMCAA Annual Career Day, which wel-
comes 40-50 alumni to the college every
spring to speak to students in discrete
panels about law and the judiciary; lob-
bying, public and media relations, and
communications; not-for-profit manage-

ment; business; and state and
federal government positions.
Hundreds of students as well
as alumni from all over the
United States attend this event.
We are looking for new alumni
participation this coming year;
many sponsorship opportuni-

ties are available. Career Day 2007 has
been scheduled for February 10th, 2007.
If you are interested in participating as a
panelist or becoming a sponsor, please
contact John Lindley at jlindley@michpa.org.

For the past several years, in an effort
to maintain alumni relationships and
provide networking opportunities, your
association has hosted alumni receptions
in Washington, D.C. and Metropolitan
Detroit. This year, we added a Lansing
reception that met with an overwhelming

response from more than 70 Madison
alumni. It was an event we hope to contin-
ue on an annual basis.

In 2007 James Madison College will be
celebrating its 40th anniversary on the
weekend of September 28 and 29th in East
Lansing, with JMCAA as the major spon-
sor for the celebration weekend. We plan
to have your annual JMCAA membership
meeting the same weekend—a meeting
open to all
members—
so please
plan to 
join us.
Last spring
we surveyed
alumni to
determine
what other
types of events we could offer, and we will
be busy responding to your input. If you
are interested in helping us organize an
event for alumni in your area or joining
the alumni association planning committee
for the 40th anniversary, please contact
Regina Bell at rb8392@att.com or Jill
Krolikowkiat jmkjmc@yahoo.com. You can
participate by telephone conference if that
is more convenient for you.

In addition to becoming a member of
your alumni association, you can volun-
teer for one of our committees or become
a member of the JMCAA Board of
Directors. We have recently added five
additional seats. If you are interested in
volunteering, please contact Kendra
(Howard) Averett. The board meets four
times a year and participation is not limit-
ed to Lansing area residents. Members can
participate in meetings via teleconferenc-
ing. Kendra can be reached at
akaken52@hotmail.com.

We really look forward to having you as
a member, a volunteer on behalf of the col-
lege, and an attendee at some great events.

Cheers,
Regina Bell and Jill Krolikowski

Alumni and Friends Reception
in Southfield in September
2006 at the offices of Alumnus
Dan Glisky

Alumni and Friends Reception in Ann Arbor
in September 2006 at the home of
faculty member Lisa Cook

Alumni and Friends Reception in 
Lansing in April 2006 at Troppo restaurant

Founders Circle speaker and alumnus Michael
McConnell (front row, third from left) with members
of the JMC Student Senate in October 2006
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James Madison College 
Alumni Association Board of Directors
Ann Marie Lindley, President, 

Holt, MI (PTCD, ’98)

Jill Krolikowski, Secretary, 
Madison Heights, MI (PTCD, ’96)

John Lindley, Treasurer, Holt, MI 
(PE, ’00)

Board Members
Regina Bell, East Lansing, MI 

(PTCD, ’96)
Lance Binoniemi, Lansing, MI 

(PE, ’01)
Ronald Bush, II, Detroit, MI 

(SOCEC, ’87)
Catherine Grochowski, Utica, MI

(JMCD, ’81)
Kendra Howard, Holt, MI  

(Metro, ’92)

David Skidmore, Grand Rapids, MI
(IR, ’92)

Richard Warren, East Pointe, MI 
(IR, ’98)

JMC Scene is always 
looking for professional 
and personal news about 
Madison alumni, students, and 
faculty. If you would like an update
about yourself to appear in a future
issue of the JMC Scene, please send a
notice or biography to Kim Allan at
allank@msu.edu or to the mailing
address on the back of this issue.
Photos are always welcome.

From time to time, we may receive
an update about you from a profes-
sional organization, news clipping, or
faculty member. If you would prefer
that we never include news about
you in the JMC Scene, please inform
us by writing to allank@msu.edu or
calling 517-353-3381.

Madison Alumni Serving
the Peace Corps

Michigan State University has a robust tradition of participation by alumni in the
Peace Corps. MSU ranks fifth nationally in the total number of graduates (more than
2,000) who have served in the Peace Corps since its inception in 1961. In 2005-06,
MSU was in the top ten nationally in the number of recruits. Here we profile some
of those who are alumni of James Madison College.

James Applegate (IR ’04)
Current position: Applegate is a foreign service 
officer, U.S. Department of State; outbound to Guangzhou,
China as vice consul in July 2007.

Peace Corps experience: Applegate served in the Republic
of Armenia from June 2004 to June 2006, working as a
community health education volunteer in the city of Vayk,
a Soviet factory town of about 2,000 people. His primary
assignment was with the nongovernmental organization
Hope 98, which ran after-school activities for children.
Applegate facilitated health and English clubs and organ-
ized sexual health seminars. He also taught English at a
local university and helped to remodel the maternity ward in the local polyclinic
through two grant projects. In addition, he spent a lot of time in his landlord’s gar-
den learning how to take care of bees and khorovatz meat and to make vodka.

JMC influence: Applegate realized that the Peace Corps provides a unique opportu-
nity for an American—in particular, a new college graduate—to experience another
culture and get high-quality overseas work experience. He points in particular to the
depth of experience in a culture one gets by learning the language and living cut off
from other Americans. “I think Madison helped my decision,” he says, “by fostering
my influence in international affairs and encouraging me to broaden my horizons.”
His participation in a summer 2003 Madison internship in London opened the door
to the idea of working in the developing world. He cites Chris Foley, Madison field
career consultant and former Peace Corps volunteer, as a great help when he was
thinking about the Peace Corps.

Amy Meldrum (SR ’03)
Peace Corps experience: Meldrum joined the Peace Corps in
September 2005 and will complete her service in November
2007. She is serving as a community and organization devel-
opment volunteer in a Russian-speaking town in southern
Moldova, where she helps a youth organization write grant
projects, budgets, and strategic plans and assists them with
local fundraising efforts and activities at the local youth center.
She also coordinates Peace Corps national summer youth
camps, codirects the national Odyssey of the Mind competi-
tion, and teaches weekend business and economics seminars in
Russian for local teenagers.

JMC influence: Meldrum has always been intrigued by the
culture and lifestyle of the former Soviet republics, the immediate attempts to transi-
tion from command to market-based economies after the fall of communism, and
the subsequent psychological impact that accompanies such drastic change. She was
also very interested in learning Russian. Her participation in the Economic and 
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Alumni Serving the Peace Corps continued Alumni Scene continued

Political Transition in Central and Eastern Europe study abroad program in summer
2001 with Professor Jonas Zoninsein increased her desire to learn more about
Eastern Europe and the former Soviet republics. She says, “All of my Madison pro-
fessors, but particularly Professor [Michael] Schechter and Professor [Gene] Burns,
encouraged me to continue pursuing my interests and taught me to think critically,
analytically, and globally. My education at Madison provided me with a strong base
in a wide range of fields that prepared me very well for graduate school and Peace
Corps in Moldova.”

Gina Reynolds (IR ’05)
Current position: Reynolds serves as an Americorps
VISTA volunteer with a nonprofit organization in
Albuquerque, NM.

Peace Corps experience: Reynolds served as a TEFL
(Teaching English as a Foreign Language) volunteer in
Bangladesh teaching spoken English classes at a
women’s college in Jessore, in the southwest part of
the country. Her secondary work, community devel-
opment, was done primarily with the NGO Service Delivery Program, a public health
organization that implements vaccination initiatives, basic health/nutrition educa-
tion, rural clinics, and HIV/AIDS awareness programs. Reynolds’s service, which
began in August 2005, was cut short when Peace Corps Bangladesh was evacuated in
March 2006.

JMC influence: Reynolds long knew that she wanted to spend time living and work-
ing abroad, step outside of her comfort zone, get her hands dirty, and experience the
daily struggles of the place where she would live. She believes that Peace Corps vol-
unteers get to know a country and its people in a way that almost no one else does
and are presented with the rare opportunity to really become a part of the commu-
nities in which they serve. Reynolds says that Madison pushed her to be a stronger,
more aggressive, more resilient student. “My time at Madison helped me both to find
a field that I am passionate about, and to develop the skills necessary to excel in it.”

Jacob Slusser (PTCD ’04)
Peace Corps experience: Slusser is currently serving in
Panama. He has served over a year and lives about two
hours from Panama City in the small village of El Limon.
His primary project is working in a collaborative reforesta-
tion project with the nongovernment organization 

PRORENA, a collaboration between the Smithsonian Institution and the Yale School
of Forestry. He helps poor formers with small reforestation projects to diversify their
farms and improve soil conservation.

JMC influence: Slusser decided to join the Peace Corps after reevaluating his goals 
in life. “I have always had a service-oriented lifestyle, but giving up two years didn’t
seem practical, especially when I was planning on attending law school,” he says.
“I finally realized that this was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.” Professor Folke
Lindahl had a great influence on his decision, not only during conversations at
Madison but on a study abroad trip to Barbados, Trinidad, and Guyana, where they
visited impoverished areas. Madison Career Coordinator Chris Foley also had a pro-
found influence on his decision. “We had many talks about his [Foley’s] experiences
in Paraguay as a Peace Corp Volunteer, and I feel through our discussions about life
during and after Peace Corps I was able to make one of the best decisions of my life.”

MSU Alumni Award
Goes to Two 
Madisonians

Two Madisonians are recipients of the
Michigan State University Distinguished
Alumni Award: JMC alumnus Judge
Michael McConnell (JMCD ’76) and JMC
Board of Visitors member Burton Gerber
(MSU ’55). This award is the highest recog-
nition awarded by the MSU Alumni
Association on behalf of MSU graduates.
Awardees have distinguished themselves by
attaining the highest level of professional
accomplishment while demonstrating exem-
plary voluntary service, personal integrity,
and character. The awards were presented by
the MSU Alumni Association in fall 2006.

McConnell has served on the U. S. Court
of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit since 2001
and was the JMC Founders Circle Luncheon
speaker on October 13, 2006. Gerber is
retired from a distinguished 39-year career
with the Central Intelligence Agency. He
and his spouse, Rosalie, established the
Burton L. and Rosalie P. Gerber Scholarship
to benefit worthy and capable students
enrolled at James Madison College.
McConnell received the JMC Alumni
Association (JMCAA) Distinguished
Alumnus Award in 1997. Gerber was the
recipient of the JMCAA Honorary Alumnus
Award in 2003.

In Memoriam
Dominic Brown (JMCD ’91) died in

Lansing on May 8, 2006. Surviving are his
spouse of 13 years, Amy, and two sons,
Nicholas and Tyler. Previously, Brown
owned The French Florist in Los Angeles.

Peter Frederick Jennings
Clute (PTCD ’00) died in
Glendale Arizona on July 3,
2006 as a result of complica-
tions following surgery. He
was employed as a disability
rights counselor of the
Arizona Bridge for Indepen-

dent Living in Phoenix. He recently received
a governor’s appointment to the State
Committee for Service and Volunteerism.
His passion for competition was honed at
MSU summer sports camps. He was a
member of the Phoenix Coyotes Sled
Hockey team.

LP1.95765  11/20/06  11:08 AM  Page 4



5Fall 2006

Alumni Scene continued

Andrew Sweet (IR ’03)
Current position: Sweet is an international rela-
tions master’s candidate at the Maxwell School
of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syrcause
University, with a possible dual degree in eco-
nomics. Sweet comments: “The Madison
degree has put me on equal level 
with my peers and classmates from Princeton,
Harvard, and other elite institutions.”

Peace Corps experience: Sweet served in Togo
from August 2003 to August 2005, working as a
natural resource management volunteer in the northern part of the country.
He helped the community improve their traditional systems of agriculture
using compost and natural pesticides and worked on a reforestation project in
which local elementary and middle schools and individual community mem-
bers planted more than 2,000 trees. He was also involved in establishing a vil-
lage health center, made possible by a USAID grant, that is still thriving.

JMC influence: “I will never forget the experience I had at Madison. This
becomes even more evident after leaving once you realize how fortunate you
are to learn from people like Professors [Mohammed] Ayoob, [Michael]
Rubner, [Michael] Schechter, and  [Bryan] Ritchie. It was an unforgettable
education that has taken me far, helped me relate to people and to challenge
the ideas of people from all over the world.”

Allison Youatt (SR ’03) 
Current Position: Youatt is an M.A. candidate in the Social Science Division,
University of Chicago.

Peace Corps experience: Youatt
served in Senegal, West Africa from
2004 to 2005, where she worked as a
health education volunteer in the
Fouladou region, a small slice of the
country that lies below the Gambia
and just at the edge of the region
where a low-grade civil war bubbled
for most of the 1990s. While living in
a thatched-roof hut in the compound
of a village family, she learned two
languages and also how to haul water
on her head and eat without using

Western silverware. When asked about the block “S” flag that hung on the wall
of her hut, Youatt responded in terms that the Senegalese people would under-
stand: “That’s the flag of my village back home.”

JMC influence: Professors Ronald Dorr, Katie See, and Dean Sherman Garnett
encouraged Youatt to go abroad after graduating and were supportive of her
Peace Corps ambitions. Professor Dick Zinman also advised her to go abroad,
but suggested Paris instead. She says her French would be much better if she
had followed his advice.

The spring 2006 issue of JMC Scene
highlighted alumni pursuing careers 
in business and the private sector.
Here is another.

Neal Newman (ETHNIC ’79) 

Current Position: Managing director,
Philanthropia International (Dublin); lives in
Blackrock, Co. Dublin, Ireland

Post JMC: Newman spent 25 years in nonprofit
and government sectors in the USA. He worked
with a Native American development organization
in Chicago and cofounded the Chicago Coalition
for the Homeless. He then moved to Boston to
start the Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless
during the Dukakis administration. Newman
received his M.A. in community economic devel-
opment from Tufts University and then led the
Coalition for a Better Acre (a multiracial commu-
nity-development corporation) as CEO for many
years following work with Neighborhood
Reinvestment Corporation. In 1995, he moved
with his family to Dublin, Ireland and founded 
the country’s largest nonprofit regional develop-
ment organization, Southside Partnership,
cofinanced by the European Union and the Irish
Government. In 2003, Newman founded a 
specialty management consulting firm, Newman
Associates, and then merged with the Paris-based
firm Philanthropia in 2006, now delivering niche 
consulting to international charities and govern-
ment organizations on fundraising and major 
gifts campaigns in Europe and North America.

Madison Influences: “Professor [Ron] Dorr
taught me to write, Professor [Kate O’Sullivan]
See taught me to think, and Professor [Ken]
Waltzer opened my eyes to the importance of
ethnicity and community development as both 
a passion and career path.”

Reflections on Madison: “Madison still holds 
special memories and most definitely framed my
career over the last 25 years. I was blessed by work
experiences with Native Americans, Latinos,
Southeast Asians, and Blacks for over 25 years,
and now continue to work with cutting-edge
organizations addressing European integration,
refugees, and reconciliation. Madison was a
superb foundation to excel equally well in the
nonprofit, governmental, and private sectors.”

Alumni Serving the Peace Corps continued
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Richard J. Sprunk (JMCD ’82) retired
from the U.S. Army in February 2006,
after serving 20 years in the Army’s Judge
Advocate General’s Corps. He is currently
employed in the Office of the Army
General Counsel as an associate deputy
general counsel for acquisition, advising
staff on law and ethics issues concerning
complex weapons systems, including
multibillion-dollar aviation programs.
Since graduating, Sprunk earned a J.D.
from the Detroit College of Law in 1985.
He also holds an LL.M. in military law
from the Judge Advocate General’s School,
1994, and an LL.M. in government pro-
curement law (with highest honors) from
the George Washington University Law
School, 1999. Sprunk’s military training
also includes Air Assault School in 1997
and the U.S. Army Command and General
Staff College in 1997 as a nonresident. As
an active-duty judge advocate, Sprunk was
promoted to the rank of lieutenant
colonel, and served in a variety of assign-
ments, including two tours in Germany.
Although he specialized in government
procurement law later in his career,
Sprunk also had opportunities for exten-
sive litigation experience as both a defense
counsel and prosecutor, and later as a trial
attorney in the Army’s Contract Appeals
Division. His deployments include
Operation Joint Endeavor (Kosovo), 2000;
Operation Joint Forge (Sarajevo, Bosnia),
1999; and Operation Provide Comfort,
1991. He is a member of the State Bar of
Michigan and the Washington State Bar
Association. He and his spouse, Bethany
(MSU ’83; DCL ’85), make their home in
Maryland with their five children.

Robert Dorigo-Jones (JMCD ’85) is
author of Remove Child Before Folding:
The 101 Stupidest, Silliest, and Wackiest
Warning Labels Ever, available in book-
stores on January 3, 2007. The book is
based on an annual contest that Dorigo-
Jones created in 1997 and that is now fea-
tured on the Internet at www.wackywarn-
ings.com, a website that gets more than 4
million hits per year and has been fea-
tured in such diverse publications as the
Washington Post, Reader’s Digest,
Nickelodeon, and the National Examiner.
The book was featured in the Time
Warner catalogue beside books by Robert
Ludlum, Billy Crystal, and Jon Stewart.

William A. Schambra (JMCD ’71) is
the director of Hudson Institute’s Bradley
Center for Philanthropy and Civic
Renewal. Before joining the institute in
January 2003, Schambra was director of
programs at the Bradley Foundation in
Milwaukee, WI. He was also appointed by
the U.S. president to serve as a member of
the board of directors of the Corporation
for National and Community Service in
2002. In addition, Schambra has written
extensively on the U.S. Constitution, the
theory and practice of civic revitalization,
and civil society in Public Interest, Public
Opinion, Wall Street Journal, Washington
Times, Policy Review, and Crisis.
He is also the editor of three volumes,
most recently As Far as Republican
Principles Will Admit: Collected Essays 
of Martin Diamond.

Jim Eaton (JMCD ’72) is the pastor of
the First Congregational Church of
Owosso, MI. Previously, Eaton spent 11
years as a pastor in Norwich, CT, and eight
years in Suttons Bay, MI. He also spent
four years as a lecturer in sociology at
Three Rivers Community College. He is
the editor of The Congregationalist, the
oldest continuously published religious
magazine in America, published by the
National Association of Congregational
Christian Churches. Eaton has three chil-
dren, two grown, one still at home, and
two grandchildren.

Susan Elster (IR ’79), Ph.D. Carnegie
Mellon, her spouse, Steve Zecher, and their
three children
made aliyah
to Israel in
2003. After
the JMC
development
office recently
made contact
with her, JMC
professor and
Jewish Studies program director Ken
Waltzer and nine students visited the
Elster family for Shabbat dinner in June
2006. The entire group also went to
Shirah Chadasha, an egalitarian Orthodox
synagogue. The college also helped Elster
reconnect with friends and alumni Libby
Bishop (IR ’80) and Kim Stanton
(IR ’79).

L to r: Steve Zecher (spouse of
Elster), Susan Elster, their son
Ari, with Jennifer Bloom (PTCD,
senior) and Jamie Schare 
(SR, junior)

Jeff Kingzett (Urban/JMCD ’85) is a
financial advisor with Merrill Lynch in
Auburn Hills, MI, where he uses a consulta-
tive process to address the investing needs
of individuals, state and local public organ-
izations, nonprofits, and
labor unions. A true
Madisonian at heart, a
special area of his focus is
socially responsible invest-
ing — helping people
invest in a way that is con-
sistent with their values.
Kingzett received a master’s in public
administration from Oakland University in
1994. In the community, he has served as
an elected Oakland County Commissioner
for six years and has served on the boards
of such organizations as the Pontiac
Housing Commission, the Women’s
Survival Center of Oakland County, and
the Economic Restructuring Committee 
of Pontiac Downtown Development
Authority. Kingzett has been married for
17 years to Laurie L. Slade. They live in
Pontiac, MI and have one child, Andrea,
age 8, whom he describes as “smart, curi-
ous, an avid reader, and prone to question
authority — just like her father.”

Gregory Conyers (JMCD ’88) was
appointed program administrator for
Justice Initiatives at the State Bar of
Michigan. In this position, Conyers coor-
dinates and implements justice projects 
and support communications on a wide
range of State-Bar-led justice issues. He
also assists the Pro Bono Involvement
Committee by proposing policy recom-
mendations and working with volunteers 
to implement committee decisions. In
addition, Conyers assists both the Mich-
igan Litigation Assistance Partnership
Program and the Legal Services Advocacy
Steering Committee in advocacy efforts.
Conyers collaborates with legal service 
programs and other related entities to 
educate the media, the public, and legal,
corporate, and government leaders about
the importance of access to justice in a
democratic society. Previously, Conyers
was director of e-Community Develop-
ment, Think Detroit, where he 
helped build the capacity for online 
participation by young people in Detroit
community issues.

Jeff Kingzett
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Angela Dillard (JMCD ’88) accepted a
position at the University of Michigan’s
Center for African and Afro-American
Studies and the Residential College. After
graduating from Madison, she pursued
graduate studies in political theory at the
New School for Social Research in New
York City where she earned a master’s
degree in 1991. While her master’s thesis
(on the political implications of name
changes among Negroes/Blacks/Afro-
Americans/African Americans) was under
review, she applied to and was admitted to
the Ph.D. program in American culture at
the University of Michigan (UM), where
she was eventually awarded another M.A.
and then a Ph.D. Dillard’s dissertation was
on religion and political radicalism in
Detroit from the 1930s to the 1960s and
was part of her evolution into a specialist
in American intellectual history. Dillard
left Michigan in 1995 for a position as
assistant professor of history and African-
American studies, followed by another
move to New York University’s (NYU)
Gallatin School of Individualized Study.
She was granted tenure in 2002, following
the publication of her first book, Guess
Who’s Coming to Dinner Now?: Multi-
cultural Conservatism in America, which
was among the first critical studies of con-
servative political thought among African
Americans, Latinos, women, and homo-
sexuals; and served as the director of
NYU’s Africana Studies program. Her sec-
ond book, a revision of her dissertation,
will be available in early spring 2007 under
the title Faith in the City: Preaching Radical
Social Change in Detroit. She and her
fiancee, Alan M. Wald, a professor at UM,
will be married in May 2007.

Paul Long (Urban ’88) and his spouse,
Melissa Pieroni Long, welcomed daughter
Catherine Virginia into their family on July
7, 2006. Long is vice president of public
policy at the Michigan Catholic Conference
in Lansing, MI.

Bill Beekman (JMCD ’89), senior con-
sultant to the provost and vice president
for finance and operations at Michigan
State University, has been named acting
director of the MSU Alumni Association.
Beekman is immediate past chairperson of
the MSU Alumni Association’s national
alumni board.

Matthew Stollak (Urban ’89), assistant
professor of business administration at St.
Norbert College, De Pere, WI, was recently

granted tenure. He also is
the recipient of the 2006
Society for Human
Resource Management
(SHRM) Foundation
Faculty Advisor of the Year
Award. Stollak received
the award, which includes
a $1,000 educational stipend to be used
towards expenses at a SHRM conference
or seminar, at the Society for Human
Resource Management national confer-
ence and exposition in Washington, D.C.
in June 2006.

Leonard Wolfe (IR ’89)
was ranked by his peers as
a leader in his respective
field of law in the thir-
teenth edition of the Best
Lawyers in America. Wolfe
was recently named codi-
rector of the Government

Policy Department in the Lansing law
offices of Dykema. His practice encom-
passes several areas of legal representa-
tion, including general corporate matters,
education law, casino gaming, public pol-
icy litigation, state procurement matters,
and general administrative law. Wolfe
has been involved in the drafting of com-
plex legislation and administrative rules
on a variety of matters including eco-
nomic development, state ethics and 
conflicts of interest, casino gaming,
telecommunications, school funding, and
a variety of school reform issues. Wolfe
received his J.D. from Indiana University.

Lawrence Sheets 
(IR ’90) has returned to
MSU as a visiting scholar
and journalist in residence
at James Madison College
and the Center for
European and Russian/
Eurasian Studies in 2006-
07. He gave a presentation on“Basayev
and Terrorism in Chechnya,” part one of

what his proposed two
books will examine.

Lance Boldrey 
(IR ’92) was ranked in the
thirteenth edition of the
Best Lawyers in America by
his peers as a leader in his
respective field of law.

Leonard Wolfe

Matthew Stollak

Lawrence Sheets

Lance Boldrey

Boldrey is a member of the Government
Policy practice group in the Lansing office
of Dykema. His practice focuses on
Indian law with an emphasis on gaming,
economic development, and state-tribal
relations. He has also been involved in
drafting legislation, lobbying federal and
state decision makers in the legislature
and executive branch, and litigating pub-
lic policy and constitutional issues.
Boldrey is a member of the Federalist
Society, the Federal Bar Association, the
American Bar Association, the Ingham
County Bar Association, and the
Michigan Republican Lawyers
Association. He received his J.D. from
Duke University.

Terry Langston (SR ’92) is doing con-
sulting work for Langston & Associates.
His work focuses on fundraising, educa-
tion, and work with nonprofit organiza-
tions. Langston is also currently working
with Minority Program Services, Inc. of
Albion, MI and the Calhoun County
Substance Abuse Coalition around sub-
stance abuse, treatment, and prevention
issues in the county. He is married to
Sandra and they have four children:
Carrie Hood, Andrew Hood, and Whitney
and Zoie Langston.

Natalie Piccotti (Rizzo) (IR ’92) is a
resource manager within the Drug Safety
department of Pfizer Global Research and
Development in Ann Arbor, MI. Piccotti
earned an M.A. in industrial relations
from Wayne State University in 1995 and
is currently completing an MBA at the
University of Michigan. In February
2006, she married Dr. Joseph Piccotti.

Scott Wolfson (JMCD ’92) and Marcy
Wolfson (Business ’95) welcomed a baby
boy, Aiden Luke, into their family. Scott is
an attorney with Honigman, Miller,
Schwartz, and Cohn in Detroit, MI.

Brad Deacon (IR/German ’93), emer-
gency management coordinator and chief
hearings officer for the Michigan
Department of Agriculture, was quoted in
a Detroit Free Press article, “Hunt for
Poultry Raises Flu Concern,” regarding a
controversy surrounding Chinese-grown
poultry. State and federal authorities were
trying to track down a cache of frozen
poultry smuggled into the United States
and metro Detroit from areas in China
where avian flu is present. He described
the situation, stating, “We are treating it
seriously and looking to see where the
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material might have gone.” In the article,
Deacon also said that the state obtained a 
list of the company’s customers and is send-
ing inspectors to each one to collect paper-
work and seize potentially tainted poultry.
“Hopefully,” he said, “it will test negative 
and we can reassure the public that the food
supply is safe and the public health is 
protected.” Chinese-grown poultry is 
banned in the United States because of fear 
it could spread diseases.

Scott Shrake (PTCD ’93) recently signed
on as manager of marketing copy at Dis-
covery Education (a division of Discovery
Communications, Inc.) in Bethesda, MD.
He was previously copy editor at Borders
Group, Inc., in Ann Arbor, MI.

Georg Menz (IR ’95) joined the
Department of Politics at Goldsmiths
University of London in 2002 as lecturer in
political economy. Menz earned his M.A.
and Ph.D. in political science from the

University of Pittsburgh.
Dayne Walling (SR ’96)

is executive director of the Flint
Club (www.flintclub.org). The
club’s mission is to connect
people to the life of the city
regardless of where they live.
At the heart of its work is a

twenty-first century experiment to create a
network for Flint, MI that is both com-
munity and Internet based. Walling is also a
research fellow at the Genesee Institute,
looking at new ways for citizens and commu-
nity groups to be involved in urban redevel-
opment. He and his spouse, Carrie, have two
children, Bennett and Emery.

Jason Zaks (SR ’96) is student teaching 
at Roosevelt Elementary School in Keego
Harbor, MI. Immediately following his field
placement, he will receive his elementary
teaching certificate from Madonna Univer-
sity in Livonia, MI. In his spare time, Zaks 
also travels to many schools educating 
students about reptiles and amphibians.
He and his spouse, Stefanie, recently cele-
brated their one-year wedding anniversary.
Zaks is also a first-time uncle to Cameron
Klein, son of Jason Klein (PTCD ’95).

Amy Baumer (Partin) (PTCD ’97) was
recently appointed state assistant adminis-
trator in the Bureau of Strategic Policy,
Michigan Department of Information Tech-
nology. She is chief speechwriter for the
department director, handles strategic plan-
ning projects, and manages public affairs.
Baumer received her master’s in public
administration from MSU. She and her
spouse, Ted, reside in Fowlerville, MI.

Greg Bird (PTCD ’97) is director of
communications for the Michigan Office
of the State Budget. In this role, Bird
serves as the governor’s lead spokesperson
on all matters related to the state’s $41 
billion budget. He also consults the state
budget director and members of the
administration on public strategy and
message surrounding the state budget.
Previously, Bird served as acting director
of communications for former Michigan
Attorney General Jennifer Granholm;
deputy press secretary for the State Senate
Democratic Caucus; assistant account
executive for DMB&B Public Relations;
and legislative aide and communications
director for former State Senator Jim
Berryman. Bird has also served on 
various political federal, state, and 
local campaigns.

Brian Harvat (IR ’97) is working for
Alcoa Inc.’s European Mill Products
organization in Budapest, Hungary. In 
his role as commercial manager for
Automotive Flat Rolled Products Europe,
he is responsible for growing Alcoa’s auto-
motive business in Europe.

Josh Johnson (PTCD ’97) completed
an additional degree in nuclear medicine
through Ferris State University and gradu-
ated with honors in May 2006. Johnson
also passed the Nuclear Medicine
Technology Certification board exam and
accepted a position with Spectrum
Health’s Butterworth Campus in Grand
Rapids, MI. He will be publishing his the-
sis on “The Effectiveness of Technetium
Tin Colloids used in Repetitive Rectal
Insertion Imaging.”

Jeremy Peruski (IR ’97) is a principal
with Mandarin Ventures Ltd. in Beijing,
China. He has nine years of investment
banking and institutional sales experience,
involved in deal sourcing, due diligence,
capital advisory, and capital raises for pri-
vate and public companies. Since moving
to China in January 2004, Peruski has
been advising and assisting Chinese
growth companies secure strategic part-
ners and investors. In 1997, he began his
career with Friedman, Billings, Ramsey &
Co., a U.S.-based investment banking
firm. As a vice president there, he was
involved in more than 200 initial public
offerings, private placements, secondaries,
and restructurings valued at more than
US$13 billion, covering a range of indus-
tries including technology, healthcare,
financial services, and energy. In 2003,

he joined the Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation (OPIC) for his MBA
internship analyzing company and coun-
try risks associated with investments in
global emerging markets. Peruski holds
an MBA from George Washington
University (2003) and is conversational 
in Mandarin.

Amanda Sloat (PTCD ’97) recently
returned from six months in Baghdad,
where she was working with the Iraqi

Council of Representatives
through the National
Democratic Institute
(NDI). In October 2006,
she gave a presentation to
Madison students and fac-
ulty about what life is real-
ly like for expatriots and

Iraqis in Baghdad, discussing the work of
NDI and careers in international develop-
ment and reflecting on the current politi-
cal and security situation in Iraq.

Jason A. Miller (IR ’98) became the
rabbi of Congregation Agudas Achim in
Columbus, OH. He was ordained a
Conservative rabbi from the Jewish
Theological Seminary of America in 2004.
He lives in Bexley, OH with his spouse,
Elissa, and their three children, Joshua,
Jonah, and Talya.

Kathy Pominville (IR ’98) and her
spouse, Mike, celebrated the birth of
twins Ted and Marie
in July 2005.
Pominville teaches
English as a second
language (ESL) for
Global L-T, Ltd. In
her spare time, she
also tutors elemen-
tary French.

Brent Bushey (PCTD ’99) is a 
consultant with the SRA Touchstone
Consulting Group. Touchstone works
directly with federal executives providing
strategy and management consulting
services.

Shaun Hughey (IR ’99) graduated
from George Washington University Law
School in 2004. Following graduation, he
moved to New Jersey and took a job at
the lead firm for the defense of Joseph
Nacchio, the former CEO of Qwest. This
case is the second largest securities fraud
case in the country after Enron.

Amanda Sloat

Dayne Walling

The Pominville family
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Ari Kohen (IR/PTCD ’99) is author of
“The Problem of Secular Sacredness:
Ronald Dworkin, Michael Perry, and
Human Rights Foundationalism” in the
Journal of Human Rights, Vol. 5, No. 2
(April-June 2006). The article can be
found at: http://journalsonline.tandf.co.uk.

Mark Moon (IR ’99) was selected for
law review at the University of Miami 
Law School.

Geoffrey Wyatt (IR ’99) is an associate
in O’Melveny & Myers LLP’s Washington,
D.C. office. Previously, he clerked for the
Honorable Gerald B. Tjoflat of the 11th
Circuit of the U.S. Court of Appeals.
Wyatt graduated, cum laude, from
Harvard Law School in 2004 and was edi-
tor of Harvard Law Review. His article
“The Third Amendment in the Twenty-
First Century: Military Recruiting on
Private Campuses” appeared in the New
England Law Review (2005). Wyatt mar-
ried Elixabeth Oyer in Washington, D.C.
in August 2006.

Phil Beekman (IR ’00)
was an embassy represen-
tative at the Slovenian
Jack Daniels BBQ cook-
off event, which took
place at a castle outside of
Ljubljana. He is a foreign
service officer in Slovenia
and recently was awarded

the U.S. State Department’s meritorious
honor award. His next assignment is Port
of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.

Tina Juntunen (IR ’00) is an associate
at the litigation firm of Kasowitz, Benson
Torres & Friedman LLP in New York City.
Her practice includes representation of
corporate clients in securities, corporate
governance, antitrust, and bankruptcy-
related litigation and other commercial
disputes. She is admitted to practice in
New York and Illinois. Immediately after
graduation, Juntanen earned her J.D. at the
University of Michigan. After sitting for
the New York bar exam in February 2004,
she moved to New York and began as a lit-
igation associate with the firm of White &
Case LLP. Early in the spring of 2006, she
participated in White & Case’s three-
month externship with Inmotion, Inc., a
local nonprofit public interest provider of

22000000ss

Phil Beekman 

legal services to low-income women,
where she represented more than 20
clients in matrimonial, custody, visita-
tion, and civil domestic violence matters
before the New York Supreme and 
Family Courts.

Dennis C. Rasmussen (PTCD ’00) is
author of “Does Bettering Our Condition
Really Make Us Better Off? Adam Smith
on Progress and Happiness,” the lead 
article in the August 2006 issue of the
American Political Science Review.
Rasmussen earned his Ph.D. at Duke
University and is currently a visiting
assistant professor at Bowdoin College.

Ellen (VanCleave) Klem (PTCD ’01)
is a coauthor of the American Bar
Association Legal Guide for Americans
Over 50: Everything about the law and
Medicare and Medicaid, retirement rights,
and long-term choices for yourself and your
parents published by Random House
Reference. VanCleave Klem is an attorney
for the American Bar Association
Commission on Law and Aging in
Washington, D.C.

Greg Hose (PTCD ’02) will join
Gardner Carton & Douglas after graduat-
ing from the George Washington Uni-
versity Law School (GW) in December
2006 and passing the bar exam in
February 2007. After graduating from
Madison, Hose worked in the underwrit-
ing department of ICI Mutual Insurance
Company while attending GW. He was
also invited to join the school’s moot
court board based on his scores in the
First Year Moot Court Competition.
Last fall he participated in the Jacob
Burns Van Vleck Constitutional Law
Moot Court Competition and received
the Best Oralist and Best Overall
Competitor awards. During law school,
Hose completed a summer internship
with the New York State Attorney
General’s Office in 2005 and spent sum-
mer 2006 with the Chicago-based firm of
Gardner Carton & Douglas. He partici-
pated in GW Law School’s Domestic
Violence Project, a clinical program
involving an internship with a local non-
profit organization, and started an intern-
ship in September 2006 with the
Domestic Violence Unit in the D.C. U.S.
Attorney’s Office.

Robert Rodemeyer (PTCD ’02) works
for the assistant public guardian for Cook
County, IL, acting (with others) as attor-
ney and guardian ad litem for virtually all 

abused and neglected children in the coun-
ty. As soon as the state files petitions of
abuse and neglect against their parents, the
public guardian’s office represents the chil-
dren through the entirety of their wardship.
Upon graduating from Madison,
Rodemeyer received his J.D. with honors
from Wayne State University Law School in
2005. He then relocated to Illinois, where
he is now a licensed attorney.

Jennifer L. Troxell (PTCD/IR ’02) is
international programs specialist,
Exploration Systems and Aeronautics
Research Division in the Office of External
Relations for NASA. She monitors space-
related activities for Italy, Canada,
Germany, Spain, Portugal, Norway, Sweden,
Finland, and Denmark and works with the
Aeronautics Research program and the
Exploration Systems program. The
Exploration Systems program is in charge
of implementing the Vision for Space
Exploration and designing the space shuttle
replacement. Troxell received her M.A. in
political science from American University
in May 2004. She married John Meharg in
June 2005. Renee Chovanec (IR/Spanish
’02) was one of her bridesmaids.

Zack Behler (IR/Chemistry ’03) is an
associate attorney in the litigation depart-
ment of Foster, Swift, Collins, & Smith’s
Lansing office. He earned his J.D. from 
the University of Wisconsin Law School 
in 2006.

Matthew Clayson (IR ’03) is project
manager for the Tourism Economic
Development Council, Detroit Metro
Convention and Visitors Bureau. Clayson
also used grassroots organizations and
bloggers to improve the “World is Coming.
Get in the Game” campaign for Super Bowl
XL. He was featured in Crain’s Detroit as
one of the “20 in their 20’s”—20 young
persons who are working to make a positive
change in the Detroit area. Clayson is cur-
rently attending Wayne State University
Law School.

Tracie Fienman (Goldman) (SR ’03) is
director of programming at Temple Israel
in West Bloomfield, MI. After graduation
from JMC, Fienman attended Brandeis
University’s Hornstein Program in Jewish
Professional Leadership in Boston, MA and
earned a master’s in Jewish communal serv-
ice. In August 2006 she married Dr. Adam
Fienman of Moorestown, NJ.

Amy Meldrum (SR ’03) is a community
and organizational development Peace
Corps volunteer in Moldova where she 
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works with a youth organization called
New Generation in a Russian community
in the southern part of the country. After
Madison, Meldrum completed her student
teaching with the MSU College of Edu-
cation in the Detroit area. In summer
2004, she started master’s coursework at
the University of Denver and finished her
classes the following summer. When she
completes her Peace Corps service in
November 2007, she will write her disserta-
tion and complete her degree in interna-
tional administration with a concentration
in international conflict resolution.

Jim O’Leary
(IR/History ’03),
communications
leader for
Hometown
Solutions, was
chosen as the sec-

ond youngest member of PR News
Online’s “15 to Watch” award for his work
in the public relations department. He
accepted the award at the National Press
Club in Washington, D.C. His job includes
human relief, program management, and
communicating general information as a
spokesman for the company. Hometown
Solutions, a department of Honeywell, is
an international technology and manufac-
turing company. He led a group of
Honeywell employees in relief efforts in
Juarez, Mexico after the homes of 175
Honeywell employees stationed there were
damaged or destroyed by intense rains.
O’Leary credits James Madison College, in
large part, for his success.

Joe Plahutnik (IR ’03) works in
Corporate Communications at the Dow
Corning Corporation in Midland, MI.
He graduated in summer 2005 from the
University of Illinois journalism 
graduate program.

Christa Porter (Weaver) (SR ’04)
received her master’s in education policy
and leadership, with a specialization in
higher education, from the University of
Maryland, College Park in May 2006.
The same weekend, she married Franklin
Porter, Jr., a native of the Maryland/D.C.

Jim O’Leary

Jeremy Dalpiaz (PTCD
’04) with U.S. President
Bush while attending the
White House Congres-
sional Picnic with his
boss, Congressman
Vernon J. Ehlers.

area. Porter is searching
for the opportunity to
serve students of color at
the collegiate level.

Greta Stahl (IR ’04),
2004 National Debate
Champion, is the new
director of debate at

Michigan State University.
In summer 2006, she
received her master’s degree
from Oxford University in
England. She was also the
recipient of the Marshall
Scholarship.

Josh Feinberg (IR ’05)
was selected to work on the University of
Miami International and Comparative Law
Review. He is a second-year law student at
University of Miami Law School.

Matt Thome (IR/PTCD ’05) was select-
ed for the Michigan Law Review. Thome is
in his second year at the University of
Michigan Law School. In August 2006, he
married Stephanie Hess in the MSU
Alumni Chapel.

Don Amboyer (IR ’06) will be attend-
ing the School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS) of the University of
London, where he will work toward his
master’s degree in Near and Middle 
Eastern studies.

Jordan Helfman (SR/PTCD ’06) is the
Oved Chinuch (education director) of LJY-
Netzer, the youth movement for the most
progressive Jewish movement in the United
Kingdom (Liberal Judaism). In this capaci-
ty, Helfman creates and delivers a national
voluntary educational youth program and
facilitates the maintenance and creation of
youth clubs in the network of the 36 con-
stituents of Liberal Judaism.

Andy Hickner (PTCD ’06) is staff assis-
tant for U.S. Senator Carl Levin in the
Lansing Regional Office. He is also member
of MSU’s a cappella group Capital Green
and officer in the East Lansing Student
Housing Cooperative. While an undergrad-
uate, he interned with the MSU Center for
Women and International Development in
2004-05.

Phil Santer (PCTD ’06) is working at
George Mason University at the Mercatus
Center coordinating educational programs
for state legislators.

Nick Sorenson (PTCD ’06) is special
projects manager for WildAid in Wash-
ington D.C., a wildlife conservation organi-
zation that works primarily out of

Christa and 
Franklin Porter

Greta Stahl

Thailand and Cambodia. Sorenson
focuses on the oversight and facilitation
of Asian-based bilateral and multilateral
fundraising opportunities (i.e., USAID,
Global Environment Facility, and The
World Bank) as well as fostering poten-
tial partnerships in Cambodia, Thailand,
and the rest of South East Asia. Sorenson
also provides auxiliary management to
the communications and marketing
divisions.

Bradley Gordon Wilson
(PTCD/English ’06) was the winner of
the 2006 Jack Chapin Memorial Award,
an award that is given annually to the
outstanding senior in political theory.
Wilson was a member of Phi Beta Kappa
and graduated with an almost perfect
grade point average. Throughout his
undergraduate career, he was an active
participant in Model United Nations
(both as a competitor and mentor to
high school students) and deeply
involved in his church. He was chosen
by his peers to deliver the student
address at this year’s Madison com-
mencement. After graduation, he began
law school at Boston College and is
interested in both criminal and constitu-
tional law.

Keeley Reed
(PTCD ’06) and
Andy Hickner
(PTCD ’06)
participated in
the George
Mason Summer
Institute for the
Preservation of

the History of Economic Thought and
the Summer Institute, which involved 20
presenters and as many as 30 other par-
ticipants over six days, including
Madison Professor Ross Emmett who
presented a
paper on
Malthus. Phil
Santer (PTCD
’06) also
attended the
institute.

Keeley Reed and Jim
Buchanan, 1986 Nobel 
laureate in economics

L to r: Andy Hickner, Phil Santer,
Ross Emmett, Keeley Reed
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New Appointments

Yael Aronoff Appointed Serling 
Chair of Israel Studies

Yael S. Aronoff is the Michael and Elaine Serling and Friends
Chair of Israel Studies at James Madison College. Aronoff

holds a Ph.D. in political sci-
ence from Columbia University
(2001), an M.I.A. in interna-
tional affairs from Columbia
University’s School of
International and Public Affairs
(1992), and a B.A. in interna-
tional relations from
Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson
School of International Affairs
and Public Policy (1990). She
has taught in the Government
Department at Hamilton
College and has served as assis-
tant for regional humanitarian
programs in the Pentagon’s

Office of Humanitarian and Refugee Affairs and in the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee as a Jacob K. Javits Fellow. She
most recently was senior associate at Columbia University’s
Institute of War and Peace Studies.

Aronoff is finishing her book manuscript, When Hard-
Liners Opt for Peace: The Political Psychology of Israeli Prime
Ministers, a political psychology of war and peace. It focuses on
the conditions under which hard-line political leaders become
peacemakers. In her most recent article, Aronoff analyzes a
soft-liner becoming hard-line towards the Soviets: “In Like a
Lamb, Out Like a Lion: The Political Conversion of Jimmy
Carter,” Political Science Quarterly 121:3, Fall 2006.

Aronoff ’s teaching interests include Israeli politics and for-
eign policy, U.S. foreign policy, international relations, Israeli
society and culture, conflict and cooperation among Israelis
and Palestinians, and conditions for war termination. In the
2006-07 academic year, she is teaching “International Relations
I: World Politics and International Security,” “State and Society
in Comparative Perspective,” “Special Topics: Israeli Politics 
and Society,” and “American Foreign Policy: Theory, Pattern
and Process.”

Yael S. Aronoff

First Michigan Prosperity
Center Report Released

A new Madison undergraduate think tank to create
innovative proposals for policy prescriptions has released
its first report. The Michigan Prosperity Center emerged

from a spring 2006 Michigan Futures
senior undergraduate research seminar
developed by JMC Professor BBrryyaann
RRiittcchhiiee and assisted by Professors
LLoouuiissee  JJeezziieerrsskkii and RRoossss  EEmmmmeetttt.
The center is dedicated to exploring
the networks and
policies that will sus-
tain Michigan’s place

in the global economy and focuses on
the connections and policies that enable
high-tech entrepreneurship to flourish.

The center’s core
activity continues to
be the Michigan
Futures seminar, in which  faculty and
students collaborate to develop a policy
framework for enhancing the founda-
tions for innovation and economic
prosperity. Other activities build upon
the strengths evident in the seminar:

collaborative faculty-undergraduate student research; a
comparative political economy perspective; a public
affairs and applied public policy orientation; a focus on
the impact of technological and economic change; and
university-led collaborations among private and public
entities for high-tech entrepreneurship.

Michigan’s Department of Labor and Economic
Growth and the Office for Research and Graduate 
Studies at MSU collaborated with JMC to create
Michigan Futures.

For more information and to read the final research
report of the spring 2006 seminar visit the Michigan
Prosperity Center website:
http://jmc.msu.edu/mciep/index.html

Faculty Scene continued page 12

Ross Emmett

Louise Jezierski

Bryan Ritchie
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Eric Aronoff received his B.A. in comparative literature from
Princeton University, and after graduating spent three years
teaching middle school in the South Bronx and Baltimore
through Teach For America. He returned to graduate school to
earn his Ph.D in English at Rutgers University. His research inter-
ests include nineteenth and early twentieth century American lit-
erature; anthropology; theories of culture and cultural, national,
and racial identity; literature and the environment, and science
fiction. His current book project, Mapping the Inland Empire:
American Literature, Criticism, and the Problem of Culture, 1903-
1941, which traces the debates over the idea of “culture” circulat-
ing among artists, literary critics, and anthropologists in the early
twentieth century, has been accepted for publication by
Routledge. His work on Willa Cather has appeared in Willa
Cather Society Newsletter and Review. He teaches MC 111 and
ENG 476 in the fall and MC 112 and MC 395 in the spring.

Mohammed Ayoob participated in IslamExpo in Alexandra
Palace, London in July  2006. IslamExpo, a major event aimed at
promoting dialogue and understanding between Islam and the
West, is cosponsored by, among others, the mayor of London and
the London Development Agency. During the conference, Ayoob
made two presentations: “Democratic Change in the Muslim
World: Prospects and Obstacles” and “Jihad: Holy War?” Several
leading scholars of the Muslim world and of Islam also participat-
ed in IslamExpo events.

Ilana Blumberg attended the North
American Victorian Studies Association
conference at Purdue University in
September 2006 at which she delivered the
paper “‘Love Yourself as Your Neighbor’:
The Ethics of Mid-Victorian Novels.” In
summer 2006, she also attended a confer-
ence at the University of Exeter on the work
of Victorian novelist Anthony Trollope, at
which she delivered the paper “Trollope’s

Heroes, His Heroines, and the Sacrifice of Sacrifice.”

Gene Burns received the 2006
Distinguished Book Award from the
American Sociological Association’s Section
on Collective Behavior and Social Movement
for his book The Moral Veto: Framing
Contraception, Abortion, and Cultural
Pluralism in the United States (Cambridge
University Press, 2005).

Rita “Kiki” Edozie has written several
forthcoming articles: “Beauty Troubles: Gender and Difference in
Nigeria’s Developing Democracy,” Women of the World: Volume II
by Joyce Gelb and Marian Lief Palley (January 2007); “Deliber-
ating Deep Divisions, Conflict, & Prospects for Democracy:
Rwanda and Burundi Compared,” Ethnicity and Socio-political
Change in the Contemporary World: Politics of Identity, Santosh
Saha ed. (Macmillan/Palgrave, January 2007); and “Emerging
Studies in (Southern) African Politics: A Review Essay,”

Ilana Blumberg

Gene Burns

Journal of African and Asian Studies (fall
2006). In July 2006, she attended the Leon
Sullivan African Summit VII in Abuja,
Nigeria titled “Africa: A Continent of
Opportunities — Building Partnership for
Success.” The summit, which was jointly
hosted by the Nigerian presidency and the
Leon Sullivan Foundation, brought
together a number of international digni-
taries including former U.S. President Bill
Clinton, World Bank President Paul Wolfowitz, and several
African presidents such as President Kikwete of Tanzania,
President Kagame of Rwanda, and President Wade of Senegal.
U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Alphonso
Jackson led the U.S. delegation representing U.S. President Bush.
Edozie also acted as panel discussant and chair at the 24th annu-
al meeting of the Association of Third World Studies in
Winston-Salem, NC in November 2006 titled “Transnational
Challenges, Environment, Integration and Security in the Third
World.” Edozie will attend the  29th annual meeting of the
African Studies Association in San Francisco, CA titled “(Re)
Thinking Africa and the World: Internal Reflections, External
Responses.” She will deliver the paper “Africa’s ‘Second Wave’
Westphalian Republics: The Historical Dimensions of
Democratic Development in Africa.”

Ross B. Emmett published Biographical
Dictionary of American Economics (2 vol-
umes), edited by Ross B. Emmett (London:
Thoemmes/Continuum, 2006). He pre-
sented the paper “Knight’s Challenge:
Hayek’s Spontaneous Order is Not Enough
for Governing a Liberal Society” at a Utah
State University political science seminar in
November 2006. Emmett also gave presen-
tations at the economics department of
Utah State and at Acadia University in

Wolfeville, Nova Scotia in October 2006. He will present papers
at a number of future conferences: “The Religion of a Skeptic:
Frank H. Knight’s Early Views” at “The Role of Religion in
Twentieth Century Political Economy: Insights from Hayek,
Knight, Smith, and Viner,” Association for Christian Economists
meeting, Allied Social Science Association (ASSA), January 2007;
“Did the Chicago School Reject Frank Knight?” at “Chicago
Economics in Historical and Philosophical Perspective,” History
of Economics Society session at the ASSA meeting, January 2007;
“Discussion and the Evolution of Institutions in a Liberal
Democracy: Frank Knight Joins the Debate,” prepared for a
Liberty Fund symposium on “Hayek and the Liberal Tradition,”
December 2006; “Malthus Reconsidered,” PERC Policy Series,
Property & Environment Research Center, Bozeman, Montana,
2006. Emmett will also participate in several teaching-related
presentations: “Surfing the Past: Online Resources for Teaching
the History of Economic Thought” at “Great Ideas for Teaching
the History of Economic Thought,” History of Economics
Society session at ASSA meeting, January 2007; and “Designing

Ross Emmett

Rita “Kiki” Edozie

LP1.95765  11/20/06  11:08 AM  Page 12



13Fall 2006

Games and Simulations for Learning” for Lilly Seminar Series,
Michigan State University, November 2006.

Norm Graham and Folke Lindahl co-edited the book
Eurasian Political Economy and Public Policy Studies, the first vol-
ume of a new book series published by the MSU Press. The col-
lection, titled The Political Economy of Transition in Eurasia:
Democratization and Economic Liberalization in a Global Economy,
looks at the progress in democratization and economic liberaliza-
tion of the 27 postcommunist countries of Eurasia with some 
guarded optimism.

Constance Hunt and Eric Petrie
attended the 2006 American Political Science
Association Conference in Philadephia. Hunt
delivered the paper “Situating Hawthorne’s
The Scarlet Letter.” Petrie delivered the paper
“Power of Pilgrimage after the Death of God:
Melville’s Clarel.” Hunt is now a full-time
JMC faculty member, no longer working as
the assistant dean for student affairs, a posi-
tion she held since 2003.

Dan Kramer wrote “A Comparison of
Alternative Strategies for Cost-Effective Water
Quality Management in Lakes,” which
appeared in Environmental Management, 28:3,
411-425 (2006). In summer 2006, he present-
ed the paper “Adaptive Harvesting in a
Multiple Use, Multiple Species Coral Reef
Ecosystem” at the World Congress of
Environmental and Resource Economists in
Kyoto, Japan; and “Group Hug for Lakes: The
Determinants and Efficacy of Social Capital
in Lake Associations” at the Annual Conference of the Society for
Conservation Biology in San Jose, CA. In fall 2006, he presented
the paper “Globalization Aikido: Building Resilient Reef Fisheries
Institutions in the Pacific Islands” at the Annual American
Fisheries Society Conference in Lake Placid, NY.

Andrew March’s Ph.D. dissertation was awarded the 2006
Aaron Wildavsky Award for Best Dissertation in Religion and
Politics by the American Political Science Association. His article
“Liberal Citizenship and the Search for Overlapping Consensus:
The Case of Muslim Minorities,” appeared in Philosophy & Public
Affairs, 34:4 (Fall 2006). His article “Islamic Foundations for a
Social Contract in non-Muslim Liberal Democracies” will appear
in a forthcoming issue of the American Political Science Review,
and “A Wahhabi Treatise on Jihad and Terrorism: Shaykh ‘Abd al-
Aziz al-Jarbu’s ‘Al-Ta’sil li-mashru‘iyyat ma hasala li-Amrika min
tadmir’” will appear in the forthcoming book Understanding
Wahhabism, Mohammed Ayoob, ed. (Ann Arbor, MI: University
of Michigan Press, 2007). March has been commissioned to write
an article on “Modern Islamic Political Thought” for the Routledge
Encyclopedia of Philosophy. He presented the paper “Da‘wa
(Proselytizing), Muwalah (Loyalty) and the Problem of Solidarity
with non-Muslims in Islamic Law and Ethics” at the Second
World Congress for Middle Eastern Studies in Amman, Jordan in
June 2006 and “Islamic Foundations for a Social Contract in 
Non-Muslim Liberal Democracies” at the Middle East Studies
Association annual meeting in November 2006.

Nicholas Mercuro and Steven G. Medema published
Economics and the Law, Second Edition: From Posner to
Postmodernism and Beyond in August 2006. This book is an
expanded second edition of their influential book Economics
and the Law, the publication of which in 1998 marked the most
comprehensive overview of the various schools of thought in
the burgeoning field of law and economics. Mercuro is also 
professor of law in residence at the MSU College of Law.

Anna Pegler-Gordon is acting director
of the MSU Asian Pacific American Studies
program for the 2006-07 academic year.
She presented the paper “Limning the
Dividing Line: Chinese and Mexicans on
the U.S.-Mexican Border, 1907-1917” on a
panel titled “Asians and Americas:
International Politics and Domestic Racial
Practices” at the American Studies
Association in October 2006; and “Nativism
and Indigenismo: Mexican Arts and Mexican Immigrants in the
United States, 1919-1939” at the North American Labor History
Conference in October 2006. Pegler-Gordon also made a pres-
entation at the Multi-Ethnic Studies in Europe and the
Americas (MESEA) conference in Pamplona, Spain in 
May 2006.

Simei Qing presented a paper to Oxford Round Table in
Oxford Union Chamber, Oxford University, England, in
August 2006 titled “The United States, Europe, and China in
the 21st Century: From Liberal Internationalism to Cultural
Internationalism.”

Linda Racioppi and Kate O’Sullivan See organized a work-
shop on “Gender and Politics in Post-Communist Eurasia“ at
Koç University, Istanbul, in June 2006, bringing together lead-
ing scholars from Russia, Central Asia, Turkey, Europe, and the
United States to explore significant aspects of gender politics in
the postcommunist period. Participants included Ayse Ayata
(Middle East Technical University), Mary Buckley (Cambridge
University), Eleonora Faizullaeva (Uzbek State World
Languages University), Timur Koçaoglu (Koç University),
Eniko Magyari Vincze (Babes-Bolyai University), Nadezhda
Shvedova (USA-Canada Institute, Russian Academy of
Sciences), Zulaikho Usmanova (Khujand State University), and
Madison graduate Amanda Sloat (National Democratic
Institute, Washington, D.C.). Papers took up such issues as
human trafficking, the impact of EU accession on women in
Eastern Europe, the interplay of ethnicity and gender in public
policy in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, the gender effects of
labor migration in Central Asia, and the interaction between
state-based women’s organizing and international feminist

activism. See and Racioppi will be edit-
ing the papers and writing an introducto-
ry essay for a volume that will be pub-
lished by the MSU Press.

Michael Schechter presented the
paper “Global Governance of Fisheries
Ecosystems” at the annual meeting of the
American Fisheries Society in Lake
Placid, NY in September 2006. The

Eric Petrie

Dan Kramer

Anna Pegler-Gordon

Michael Schechter
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Faculty Scene continued

paper, written jointly with Nancy Leonard, will also be the lead
chapter in the book International Governance of Fisheries
Ecosystems: Learning from the Past, Finding Solutions for the
Future that Leonard and Schechter are editing with Bill Taylor.
Leonard is a fisheries and wildlife Ph.D. student at MSU and
also works for the Great Lakes Fisheries Commission. Schechter
is a member of her committee. The American Fisheries Society
will publish the book in 2007.

Colleen Tremonte presented the paper “Towards a Theory
of Historical Filmic Literacy” at the International Society for the
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Conference in
Washington, D.C. in November 2006. Also, in collaboration
with Steven Purchase (IR/PTCD ’06), and Karissa Chabot
(senior IR/PTCD), Tremonte  presented on the panel “Local
Knowledge Redux” at the National Conference on Peer Tutoring
in Writing in Ann Arbor, MI in November 2006.

Ken Waltzer led the MSU Jewish Studies program at Hebrew
University’s Rothberg International School during summer 2006
until forced by the conflict involving Israel and Hezbollah to
return home. While in Israel, he also interviewed many former

Buchenwald boys for a book
on The Rescue of Children and
Youth at Buchenwald. Waltzer
also presented his research on
rescue at Buchenwald at the
World Federation of Jewish
Child Survivors of the
Holocaust in Dearborn, MI in
August 2006 and was a fea-
tured speaker at the 9th

Annual Holocaust Education Series in Montreal in late October
2006. He recently submitted a paper for publication on “The
Three Youngest Children at Buchenwald” and is submitting
another on “Kovno Boys at Auschwitz-Birkenau and
Buchenwald.” His review, “Spielberg’s Munich, Ethics, and
Israel” appeared in Israel Studies 11:2 (2006).

Matt Zierler has joined the JMC faculty
in a tenure-stream position in international
relations. He received his Ph.D. in political
science from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. Zierler’s research and teaching
interests are in foreign policy, international
security, international relations theory, inter-
national law, and international cooperation.
In his dissertation titled “Failing to Commit: The Politics of
Treaty Nonratification,” he studied the numerous cases through-
out American history when the United States has signed a treaty
only never to ratify it. He is coauthor, with Mohammed Ayoob,
of “The Unipolar Concert: North-South Divide Trumps
Transatlantic Differences” in the spring 2005 issue of the World
Policy Journal. With Michael Schechter, he has also written
“Multilateralism: Does it Still Matter?” that appeared in the fall
2005 Information Memorandum published by the Academic
Council on the United Nations System (ACUNS). He is also
working on a collaborative project examining the lifecycles of
preferential trade agreements and continuing work on the
nature of transatlantic relations.

The Study Abroad in Israel group with
Ken Waltzer in the center

Matt Zierler

STUDENT SCENE

Madison Welcomes New
Class…Total Enrollment Grows

The total enrollment of James Madison College reached
1,222 students in fall 2006, including 342 freshmen. The enter-
ing class comprises 46 students from outside Michigan and 7
international or exchange students (representing Brazil, Japan,
Hong Kong, France, Azerbaijan, and Turkey).

JMC continues to be a prime destination for students inter-
ested in academic excellence, public policy, and a liberal arts
education. Madison received a total of 773 applications and still
has a waiting list of 75 first-year students along with 78 second-
year and 48 third-year students hoping to enter.

During this growth, the college has also added faculty to
maintain small class size and high standards. We owe a big
thank you to the many alumni who play a role in the admissions
process by contacting admitted students to discuss their
Madison experience. We also appreciate everyone who spreads
the news about a Madison education and encourages students
to consider JMC and MSU for their college education.

Six Madison Students are 2006
MCNAIR Scholars

The Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement
Program is a scholarship program funded by the government
that encourages minority, low-income, and first-generation col-
lege students to expand their educational opportunities and
pursue graduate studies. The program was founded in memo-
ry of Ronald Erwin McNair, an African American mission spe-
cialist aboard the 1984 flight of the Space Shuttle Challenger.
McNair earned a number of academic achievements, as well as
honorary doctorate degrees, fellowships, and commendations.
After his death in the USS Challenger Space Shuttle accident in
January 1986, members of Congress decided to fund the Ronald
E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement Program.

This past year, the following Madison students were 
honored with this scholarship:

Arupa Barua (senior, IR)
Margot Bokanga (junior, IR)
Justin Dolfus (senior, IR)
Melissa Grant (senior, IR)
Angela Nurse (senior, SR/psychology)
Oscar Vega (senior, SR)
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Lauren Beach (senior, SR/microbiology
and molecular genetics) is a 2006 Point
Scholar, a scholarship program supported
by the Point Foundation (PF). Beach aspires
to be a science-educated attorney involved
in crafting socially conscious public policy
decisions for global pharmaceutical
approval standards. The Point Foundation
provides financial support, mentoring, and
hope to meritorious students who are mar-
ginalized because of their sexual orientation
or gender identity. In 2006, PF awarded 30
scholarships to outstanding gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) students.
The average scholarship award is $12,500.
The foundation also supports scholars in
other programmatic capacities. The average
amount of financial support devoted to
each scholar exceeds $33,000, which
includes scholarship funding, mentoring,
and leadership training.

James Madison College and Lyman Briggs
students participated in the traditional
JMC vs. LBS canoe race on September 17,
2006. After six heats, the competition
resolved in a sudden death match, and
Team Madison walked away as the victors.

Gaby Tanner, new coordinator of diversity programming for JMC,
treated a group of Madison international students to the
Michigan State vs. Eastern Michigan football game on September
9, 2006. Front row, l to r: Ange-lili Magerand (exchange student)
from France, Cemre Lpek (exchange student) from Turkey,
Megumi Hirohara (freshman) from Japan. Back row, l to r:
Andrew Kai Hong (freshman), from Hong Kong, Christian Orlic
(junior, IR) from Peru, Ulfat Salmanov (exchange student) from
Azerbaijan, Peter Spadafore (senior, SR), chair of the Madison
Student Senate, Adrienne Monahan (senior, Family Community
Services). Not pictured: Marcella Ceva (freshman) from Brazil.

Students in the
International
Relations in Brussels
program, July 3-27,
2006, at the Peace
Palace in The Hague.
Of the 25 students
attending the pro-
gram, 22 were
Madison students.

Other Student News Luke Capizzo (senior, PTCD/pro-
fessional writing) received a Gillette
Fellowship through the MSU Honors
College. This program provides support
for students pursuing senior projects
such as advanced research or a thesis.
Under the supervision of Professor
Richard Zinman, Capizzo’s senior hon-
ors thesis will examine the effect of
technology on political communica-
tion. The project will focus on three key
figures in twentieth century American
politics and how they changed the way
Americans talk about politics through
the use of an emerging technology:
Roosevelt and radio, Kennedy and TV,
and Howard Dean and the Internet.
Outside of Madison, Capizzo is figure
skating coach at the Lansing Skating
Club and president of the MSU
Accafellas— a men’s a cappella 
singing group.

While fulfilling her field experience
requirement in Washington, D.C. in sum-
mer 2006, Ashley Dalman (senior, IR)
was quoted in a June 8, 2006 article on
the BBC’s Spanish Language World News
Service, BBCmundo.com. The article,
“Chile como modelo” (translated as
“Chile as a model”) discussed the United
States’ relationship with Chile. Dalman
stated that “Washington wants to use
Chile as an alliance in order to win the
ideological war that the United States has
against Venezuela” (quote translated
from Spanish to English). For more
information, see the article in Spanish at
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/spanish/latin_a
merica/newsid_5057000/5057872.stm

Amber Finkbeiner (senior, IR) and
Katherine Hughes (junior, IR) were
named in Lansing State Journal and State
News articles about the aftermath of the
MSU/Notre Dame football game on
Saturday, September 23, 2006.

continued page 16
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Student Scene continued

Get Madison News
by E-Mail!
If you would like news about James Madison
College and advance information about col-
lege events, send us your e-mail address. Our
JMC News e-bulletin is sent to alumni and
friends once or twice a month and will keep
you informed of pertinent Madison news and
events. We send invitations through e-mail
rather that postal mail if we have your e-
mail address. 

Send your address by e-mail to Kim Allan at
allank@msu.edu
or call her at (517)353-3381.

They participated in the Community
Relations Coalition, a nonprofit group
aiming to improve relations between East
Lansing residents and MSU students. The
day after the game, the coalition organized
a cleanup for the neighborhoods north 
of campus.

Eric Gregory (senior, PTCD), of Troy
MI, is running as a Democrat for the
House 41st District seat, which covers the
cities of Troy and Clawson in Michigan.
Gregory, who was a founding member and
co-chair of the Troy Youth Council, and
who has been active in student government
at MSU, is making his first run for elected
office. His campaign received regional and
national publicity due to his age and active
campaigning.

Robert A. Huber (IR ’06) presented
“Healthcare for Migrants: The Case of
Myanmar” at the Asian Migrations
Conference at Binghamton State University
of New York. Huber, the only undergradu-
ate at the conference, represented James
Madison College and MSU’s Asian Studies
specialization. The conference also includ-
ed representations by the University of
Chicago, University of California-Berkeley,
Georgetown University, Germany,
Malaysia, India, and Singapore.

Anthony Martinico (senior, IR)
received a travel grant from the National
Italian American Foundation Gift of
Discovery Program to visit Tuscany, Italy
during summer 2006. Of the more than
600 Italian American college students
between the ages of 18 and 23 who applied
to this all-expenses-paid program to
increase their understanding of Italy, 45
were chosen to participate.

Chinell McCarthy (senior, SR) was one
of 15 interns (from a nationwide applicant
pool of 150) accepted for the spring semes-
ter to work with Children’s Defense Fund
(CDF) in Washington, D.C. CDF, founded
in 1973, is a private, nonprofit organization
dedicated to giving every child “a Healthy
Start, a Head Start, A Fair Start, a Safe
Start, and a Moral Start in life and success-
ful passage to adulthood with the help of
caring families and communities.”
McCarthy was assigned to CDF’s Freedom
Schools programs, “literacy-rich” summer
programs for 5-18 year olds. McCarthy
worked at the first 2006 Freedom School
training session, where she was one of only
three college students out of the 200 people  

gathered. In her final year at JMC,
McCarthy is making plans to attend law
school, possibly in the D.C. area.

Nick Micinski (junior, IR ) is studying
abroad in fall 2006 at American University
in Cairo (AUC). He is shown here at the

Great Pyramids
of Giza.
Micinski is
enrolled in the
intensive Arabic
program at the
Arabic
Language

Institute within AUC and is taking mod-
ern standard Arabic, colloquial Egyptian
Arabic, and media Arabic classes.

James Schneidewind (senior, IR) was
among the 60 MSU faculty, staff, and stu-
dents who participated in the MSU New
Orleans Summer Project, traveling to the
hurricane-devastated area for four weeks
to help K-12 students catch up on their
studies after missing almost a year of
school. “The trip for me was full of won-
derful highs and extreme lows, as you can

imagine,” says Schneidewind. “Working
with the kids was especially rewarding as
we were all able to see the progress they
made during our three weeks of teaching
there….I think the greatest service that I
and the rest of the members of our group
provided was letting these kids know that
someone cares about them, someone
wants to hear what they have to say, that
someone wants to be their friend.”

Nick Micinski

DEVELOPMENT MATTERS
Leaving a Legacy

Great universities like Michigan State University thrive on challenge and imagina-
tion and grow on initiative and success. Each year, thousands of alumni and friends
support MSU and James Madison College by contributing their time, talents, and
money in support of our students, faculty, and programs. Indeed, private philanthropy
represents an enormous resource that has enabled the college’s outstanding faculty and
student body to excel at teaching and learning.

Many donors have chosen to continue their support beyond their lifetime by
including the college in their estate planning. Legacy gifts from an estate by way of a
will, trust, or life income agreement often allow donors the opportunity to make a sig-
nificant gift to the college. Planned gifts can provide discretionary funds to be used as
determined by the dean, or can be designated to a specific use as directed by a donor’s
estate or through an agreement with the college.

Often, MSU alumni and friends choose to document their intention to make a
future gift to the college. Documenting a future gift from an estate is not a binding
legal obligation on the donor or his/her estate and information remains strictly confi-
dential. Documented planned gifts are important, as they allow the college the oppor-
tunity to recognize potential future donors today. This is also an important process for
donors as they can establish guidelines, with the college development office, detailing
wishes for the use of their potential future gift.

Another way to link your legacy to the future of James Madison College is to estab-
lish an endowed fund. An endowed fund is typically named for the donor or a loved
one. Working with the development office, guidelines for the use of funds – an endow-
ment agreement – is established with the college. Once the gift is received, the princi-
ple is invested and is never expended. Each year a percentage of interest income from
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Development Matters continued

the investment is spent as directed by the
endowment agreement, with any unused
interest added back to principle.

Endowed funds, whether established with
outright gifts or with a planned gift, provide
annual funding to the college in perpetuity.
If you are interested in learning more about
leaving a gift to JMC through your estate or
about establishing a named endowed fund,
please contact the development office at 
(517) 432-2117.

Rocky Beckett
JMC Director of Development

Your Legacy—  
A Named Endowed Fund

It’s easy to direct your future gift through
your will or personal trust. Here is sample
charitable bequest language to share with
your attorney that will create an endowed
fund for James Madison College:

It’s just that easy!  For additional infor-
mation about creating an endowed fund in
your name or in memory of a loved one,
contact Development Director Rocky
Beckett at (517) 432-2117.

I give and devise to Michigan State
University, East Lansing, Michigan, the
sum of $_________ (minimum charita-
ble bequest must exceed $30,000) to be
held, administered, and used by the
Board of Trustees for the establishment
of an endowed fund in support of James
Madison College at Michigan State
University. The earnings from the fund
are to be disbursed by the College per
the terms of the completed endowed
fund agreement on record at Michigan
State University. The endowed fund
shall be named the ____________.
I instruct that all my charitable gifts
shall be made, to the extent possible,
from property that constitutes “income
in respect of a decedent” as that term is
defined in the Internal Revenue Code.

James Madison College

Honor Roll of Donors

Donor Society Members

The many alumni and friends whose names appear on the following 
pages have helped lay the financial foundation for James Madison College.
Your support of the Madison mission makes it possible to provide scholar-

ships to promising students, assist faculty research and scholarly 
pursuits, and enhance the residential atmosphere for Madison students

through special activities and projects.

These pages contain two lists. The first is an honor roll recognizing all James
Madison College supporters holding a distinction as donor society members

at Michigan State for cumulative gifts throughout the university. The sec-
ond honor roll recognizes all cash contributions from individuals 

to the college received from July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006.
Multiple gifts by individuals and couples have been combined to 

reflect the total amount given.

We apologize for any errors or omissions in the lists and encourage you to
contact the Development Office at (517) 432-2117 or beckettr@msu.edu to
make corrections. If you would like information on contributing to James

Madison College, please contact Rocky Beckett at 328 South Case Hall, East
Lansing, MI  48825-1205 for confidential assistance.

ROBERT S. SHAW SOCIETY

Robert S. Shaw served as acting president of MSU three times before
becoming president in 1928. His son-in-law, John Hannah, succeeded him
in 1941. This society recognizes lifetime gifts of more than $500,000 or
planned gifts of at least $1,000,000.

J. Sumner and Irene G. Bagby

THEOPHILUS  C. ABBOT SOCIETY

Theophilus C. Abbot, MSU president from 1862 to 1885, was a revered
scholar and taught no fewer than 17 subjects. This society recognizes life-
time gifts of more than $250,000 or planned gifts of at least $500,000.

Anonymous Donor
Celia V. Martin

JONATHAN L. SNYDER SOCIETY

Jonathan L. Snyder served as MSU president from 1896 to 1915 and is cred-
ited with many innovations in higher education. This society recognizes
lifetime gifts of more than $100,000 or planned gifts of at least $200,000.

Mark Atlas
Julimarie Betwee
Marilyn J. Darling
R. William and Claudia D. Holland
Helen A. Kirkpatrick
David and Joan Porteous

Fall 2006
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Donor Society Members continued

HANNAH SOCIETY

Revered by many and credited with guiding the university through
its period of greatest physical growth, John Hannah was MSU
president during the founding of James Madison College. This
society recognizes lifetime gifts of more than $50,000 and planned
gifts of at least $100,000.

Burton L. and Rosalie P. Gerber
Nell Hennessy and Frank Daspit
Webb F. and Janet S. Martin
F. DeWitt and Dixie C. Platt

BEAUMONT TOWER SOCIETY

The familiar tower was built in 1928 to mark the site of College
Hall, the first academic building on campus. This special gift soci-
ety recognizes lifetime donations of $25,000 and more.

Robert and Clare Banks
Rocky Ray Beckett and Julie G. Thomas-Beckett
Jeffrey Cummings
Joan Ehrmantraut
J.C. and Laura Huizenga
Charles J. and Mona M. Kalil
Jonathon D. Koenigsberg.
Paul A. and Melissa P. Long
Martin H. Malin
Mr. and Mrs. Eric J. Schneidewind
Randall S. and Sharon L. Smith
Barbara C. and James F. Steidle
Peter Tramm
Jack L. and Henriette Warren
Todd and Diane Zygmontowicz

PRESIDENTS CLUB

This first donor society at MSU was established in 1963 and
named in honor of all the presidents who guided the university. It
recognizes lifetime donations of $10,000 and more.

William B. Allen
Anonymous Donors
Richard D. and Diane M. Ball
Walter F. Bartels
Lance and Angela Boldrey
Tom and Carolyn Caldwell
Richard and Peggy Cordray
Malcolm and Kitty Dade
Bob and Nancy Denner
Laura Karch Eaton
Richard and Merlinda Emerson
Angel and Diane Fandialan
Dennis and Linda Fliehman
Sherman and Jill Garnett
Matthew Godlewski
Craig and Mary Kay Heldman
Tyne Hyslop
Elizabeth R. Kuhn and Kenneth F. Edwards
Teresa A. Sullivan and Douglas Laycock
Michael and Mary McConnell
Bonnie A. Olsen

Stephen J. Ott and Mary E. Starring
Timothy J. Owens
Lawrence Pobuda and Linda Fox-Pobuda
Michael and Kathleen Pominville
Stephen and Marguerite Poreda
Paul C. Pratt and Denise Chrysler
Robert W. Rathke
Michael J. Roberts and Steven M. Abel
Dan and Sara Roselli
Michael and Audrey Rubner
Rodney and Lane Sabourin
David H. and Andrea Sandler
Michael and Ilene Schechter
Walter and Heather Schmidt
David W. Schrumpf
Katherine O’Sullivan See
Rogers M. Smith and Mary Summers
Lisa Thibdaue
Jeff Williams and Joy Whitten
Noah L. Wofsy
William G. and June Pierce Youatt

LINDA E. LANGDON LEGACY SOCIETY

Named in honor of the first female faculty member at
Michigan Agricultural College. Professor Linda Landon had a
distinguished career beginning in 1891 until her retirement in
1932. Individuals and families are recognized in this society
when they establish a planned gift benefiting James Madison
College through a bequest or other estate plans.

Mark K. Atlas
J. Sumner and Irene G. Bagby
Richard D. and Diane M. Ball
Lawrence D. Bartrem
Rocky Ray Beckett and Julie G. Thomas-Beckett
Julimarie Betwee    
Marilyn J. Darling
Helen A. Kirkpatrick
Celia V. Martin
Timothy J. Owens
David H. Sandler
Christopher E. Tracy

1855 CLUB

The 1855 Club specifically recognizes faculty, staff, and retirees
of Michigan State University who demonstrate their leadership
by making a $5,000 cash pledge, with a minimum annual con-
tribution of $1,000. Recognition in this club is contingent on
continued annual contributions of $1,000.

Anonymous Donors
Rocky Ray Beckett and Julie G. Thomas-Beckett
Sandra Hewitt Dean and Michael Dean
Michael and Audrey Rubner
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Anne Mervenne
Stephen Ott and Mary Starring
Lawrence and Linda Fox-Pobuda
Ann Radelet Schneidewind and 

Eric Schneidewind
Michael and Audrey Rubner
Kevin and Janice Rushton
Rodney and Lane Sabourin
Walter and Heather Schmidt
David Schrumpf
Katherine See and Michael Kamrin
Marcia Sleight
Bradley Smith
James and Rosemary Steele
Timothy and Susan Taylor
Lisa Thibdaue
William G. and June Pierce Youatt

OTHER ANNUAL DONATIONS 
TO JAMES MADISON COLLEGE

Red Cedar Level
$500 - $999

Jeffrey Bacigalupi
Regina Bell
John and Kimberly Birmingham
Kenneth and Pamela Bloom
Carolyn and Andrew Bratzel
Tom Brierton
Thomas and Carolyn Caldwell
Alec Collins
Jeffrey Cummings
Nancy and Robert Denner
Lane Earns
Richard and Merlinda Emerson
Daniel and Cathy Glisky
Sandra and Kurt Hall
Miles Hart
Frederick and Susan Headen
Vernon Johnson and Joan Jackson Johnson
Steven Kautz
Mary Kay Martin Heldman and 

Craig Heldman
Michael and Mary McConnell
Michelle Needles
Mary Noah and James Wilfong
Stephen and Susan Ormond
Eric Petrie and Mary Schulz
Judith Pfennig and David Denson
Paul Pratt and Denise Chrysler
Robert and Susan Pretty
Dale and Sonja Robertson
Daniel and Sara Roselli
Patrick and Dianna Skiles
Beverly and Franklin Solik

ANNUAL DONORS
July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006

JMC Founders Circle
The Founders Circle recognizes donors of
$1,000 or more annually to James Madison
College. Contributors who donate $10,000
or more are eligible for membership in the
MSU Presidents Club and other lifetime
donor societies. The three gift levels in the
Founders Circle are named after the
authors of the Federalist Papers.

James Madison Associates
$5,000 and above

Margaret Bailey
Charles and Mona Kalil
Celia V. Martin
Dixie and F. DeWitt Platt
Robert Rathke
Peter Tramm

Alexander Hamilton Associates
$2,500 - $4,999

Lisa Garcia-Ruiz and Marc Ruiz
Eva and Michael Leeds
Martin Malin and Joyce Willenborg
Bonnie A. Olsen
Michael Roberts and Steven Abel
Rogers Smith and Mary Summers
Jay and Danielle Tapper
Noah Wofsy

John Jay Associates
$1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous Donors
Rocky Ray Beckett and Julie Thomas-Beckett
Rujuta Bhatt Srivastava and 

Sameer Srivastava
R. Lance and Angela Boldrey
Robert and Patricia Butler
Richard and Margaret Cordray
Jeffrey Cummings
Ronald and Barbara Dorr
Laura and William Eaton
Joan Ehrmantraut
Sherman and Jill Garnett
Michael and Cecelia Grace
Norman and Anna Graham
Ellen Hennessy and Frank Daspit
Ellen Hoekstra
John Howes and Kathryn Rogers
Christopher and A. Katrina Iamarino
Nicholas Koberstein and Terri Thompson
Jonathon Koenigsberg
Ronald Kramer
James Littman
Paul Long and Melissa Pieroni Long

Barbara and James Steidle
David Stevenson
Ann Thivierge
Patrick Watkins
Jeff Williams and Joy Whitten
Scott and Marcy Wolfson
M. Richard and Beth Zinman

Associates Level
$250 - $499

Anonymous Donors
Gregory and Alana Aronin
Mark Atlas
Joseph Behaylo
Ryan Bennett
Stephen Blumenfeld
Lewis and Wendy Borman
David and Cheryl Bradford
Michael and Sharon Brown
Jana Carlisle
Robert and Denise Dorigo-Jones
Peter Drippe and Elizabeth Cooper
Kathryn and Thomas Ferstle
Raymond and Karen Gerdes
Joel and Christine Grand
John and Cara Guzik
Deborah and William Howard
Heidi and Larry Kurtz
Arthur and Claire Kohrman
Michael and Janice McAdams
Patrick and Donna McGow
John McLean
Thomas and Linda Morris
Diane Myers
Zan Nicolli
Jacob Osojnak and Leslie Keros-Osojnak
Barbara Patek and Alan Burchi
Anne and Rodney Lee Phillips
Michael and Kathleen Pominville
Kathleen Raven Gurrola and 

George Gurrola
Laura Remington
David Rosemberg
Stuart and Judith Rosenthal
David and Ruth Skidmore
Russell and Lois Southwick
Michael Stevenson
Mary and Frank Tatnall
Herman and Laurie Thomas
Ross and Arlene Thompson
Michael Waldron
Kelly and Andrew Warner
Andrew and M. Lorrie Whitaker
Craig Wulf and Diana Warmann
Stephen Yurik and Teresita Morales-Yurik
Todd and Diane Zygmontowicz
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Annual Donors continued

Centurion Level
$100 - $249

Jill Adamski
M. Elizabeth and Steven Akers
Jon and Kim Allan
Daniel and Doreen Alpert
James Anderson and Cynthia Cohen-Anderson
Corina and Robert Andorfer
David and Michelle Baerwalde
Lawrence and Jeanie Bailey
Joan and Brian Balleria
Robert and Clare Banks
David Betlejewski and Holly Dennisten
Elizabeth Black Holden and Bradley Holden
Karyn Bloch
Steven Bocknek
Patrick Bois
Carrie Booth-Walling and Dayne Walling
David and Doris Boumgarden
Kim and Thomas Boyd
Terence and Maria Burfiend
John Cambier and Alissa Dix
Anne and Joseph Campau
Henry Cashen
Andrew Chappell
Ilyssa Cimmino
Jeffery and Lisa Crampton
Anne Cyran
Andrew Dawson
Paul DeYoung
Mark and Wendy Diehl
Bryce Docherty
Michael Donnelly
Elizabeth Downey
Matthew Eby
Pamela and Paul Eifel
Bobbie Jo Ellens
Brian Fergemann
Melissa and John Fishbeck
Dennis and Linda Fliehman
John Franks and Judith Myers
Edward and Joanne Fredericks
Gary Garber
Sally Geib and Thomas Tanton
Richard Giannamore
Jerome Glen
Daniel Goggins
Robert Goldberg
Richard Gooding
Mary Grant
Thomas and Kristine Greene
Candace Gregory
Sharon Haas
Donald Habermas
Elizabeth Handley-McMall and Gary McMall
Denise Hansen
Karl Hansen and Jeannette Messer
Alan and Diane Harnisch

Keith and Kristina Hartzell
Raymond and Lucia Henney
Lawrence Hering and Amanda Lopez
Sandra Hewitt Dean and Michael Dean
John Hill
Donna and Jeff Hofmeister
Adrienne and Jay Honigstock
Wendy Hord
Donald Immen and Peggy Metzler
Bethany Johnson Judge and Jeffrey Judge
Alan and Barbara Katz
Lynn Kleiman
James and Annearle Klein
Joseph and Charlotte Knippenberg
Mark and Kathleen Kohl
Robert and Mary Jo Kunkle
Kendra Kuo
Chere LaRose-Senne
Frank Lerman and Carol Simon
Kathryn and Jordan Lerner
Angela LoVasco
Erica Lord and Andrew Deines
Gregory Maier
Tricia Markwood
Marcia McDonell
Patty McLoughlin
Kimberly Mendenhall
Randall Miller
Sarah and Randall Mims
J. Richard Morgan
Jeffrey Moss
Stephen Murray and KeeLung Hong
Gary Naeyaert
Arthur and Ursula Niner
Janene Oettel
Ellen and Thomas O’Hare
Michael Olsaver
John Oltmanns
Mark Pascaris
David and Elizabeth Peck
Paula Pfeifenberger-Spencer and  

Johannes Pfeifenberger
Ann Polk and Peter Williams
Myron and Jill Polster
Sandra Pritchard and 

Andrew Schmittdiel
Mary and Howard Ring
JoAnn Riopelle
Alec Rogers
Winifred Rome
Jay Ross and Susan Warshay
Zachary and Marcia Ruderman
Robert Samson
Stefan Scholl
Lynn Schuvie
Sheila and Ronald Sebor
Wayne Segal
Lawrence Shapiro
Carol Siemon and Tom Fruechtenicht

E. Orlean and Dale Skran
David Smith
Randall and Sharon Smith
Janeen Smith Hansen and 

Steven Hansen
William and Lisa Smith
Leroy Soles and Rita Chastang
John Somers and 

Wendy Maynard-Somers
Jack Sryger
Jackie Stewart
Cheryl Stuart and Steven Kunst
Tamara Syrek Jensen and 

Michael Jensen
Julie and Mark Teicher
Diane and Wayne Titche
Philip Tobin
Janet Topolsky
Kristin Tufan
Mehridith and Jonathan Venverloh
Mark and Michelle Warba
Bruce Watson
Elana Webster
Jay and Marianne Wilensky
Arnold and Patricia Windman
Eric and Cynthia Witherspoon
Adam Wright
Jonas Zoninsein

Spartan Spirit Level
$1 - $99

William and Carol Allen
Jean Anderson-Mickol
Loraine Anderson
Craig and Karen Atlas
Steven Babinski
Clifford and Margaret Baggett
Christine Bailey
Ruth Bailey
Susan Bailey
Bradley and Michele Barnard
Jacqueline Barney
Diana Bartlett
Matthew Baumann
Angela and James Bayes
Kristin Beals
Linda and Karlan Bender
Marilyn and Danny Benjamin
Joshua Berg
Pamela and Geoffrey Blair
Morris Bornstein
David Bosman
Marla Bradlee
Kevin Brady
Sean Brady
Paula Brantner
Matthew Brenengen and  

Amy Kramer Brenengen
Rachel Brickner
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Ethan Bright
Shanna Brimley-Anderson and 

Joshua Anderson
Heather Briston
Nels Brogren
Laura Buhler
Paul and Joan Burke
Kathleen Cady Schilling
Abigail Caldwell
Matthew and Sarah Cantwell
Diane Carr
Wayne Casey and Pamela Saunders
Michael Castiglione
Elizabeth Ceriello
Ellen Champagne
Wei-Chuan Chang
Clayton and Kerstin Chapman
Terry Cherner
Paul Cherrin
Jean and Ralph Clayson
Dennis Cogswell
John Conlen
Colleen Connolly
Kelly Cooper
Judy Coppola
Patrick Corbett and 

Jody Marasus Corbett
William Cottrell and Ivan Ingermann
Stephen Cousins
Michael Coyne and Victoria Merlo
Bonnie and David Craig
James Croskey
Thomas Crowe
Theresa Culpert
Kristen and Matthew Cunningham
Lucy Cunningham
Dahlia Dallo
Jeremy Dalpiaz
Amanda Dangelo
Paul and Margaret Danielak
Mary Davis
Bradley Deacon
Peter and Sally Densmore
Heather Diehl and J.F. Bierlein
John Dillenbeck
Jaime Dobrzelewski
Timothy and Michelle Donovan
Cristian Downey
Sarah Drumm
Luann and William Duncan
Brian Dunn
Lynn Eckerle
David and Deborah Edwards
Christian and Rachel Johanna Egelhof
Nadia El-Zein
Lizabeth Estlund-Olson
Joel and Kristen Fauson
Dawn Fleminger

Luigi Folino
Katharine and Alexander Foos
Shonda and Ryan Foster
Lynn and Robert Frank
Robert and Florence Freeman
Julia Furtaw
Christopher Galeczka
Vera and Kevin Geoghegan
John Giszczak
Dereth Glance
John and Erin Grandstaff
Michael Grant
Mark Grebner
Melissa Green
Denise Grizzell and 

Mary Segrave-Mulhall
Phyllis and David Grummon
John Habib
David and Natalie Hansen
Aaron Hantman
Dale Harburg
James Harmony
Jill Harper
Mary and Rodney Hassinger
Mary and Mark Haverkate
Kathleen Heady and Mark Wexler
Shannon Healy Nelson
Deborrah Heller
Alan and Ann Herbach
John Herbst
Kevin Herbst
Matthew Hetzner
Kathryn Hoffman
James Hudson
Sydney and Karen Hudson
Tamra Hull
Jeremy Hunt
Sean and Julie Hyland
Douglas Hyne
Tammy Ison
Patrick and Kathryn Izzo
Henry and Karen Jallos
Todd Jex
Andrew Johnston
Kathryn Julius
Dustan June
Gary and Christina Kendra
Jacqueline Kerr
Meredith Knopp
Timothy Koponen
Michael and Carolyn Kuffel
Scott and M. Danielle Kuschel
Kelly and Eugene LaGrave
Barbara and William Lambart
Jeffrey Lammers
Angela Lang-Sweeney
John LaParl and 

Diana Werthmann-LaParl
Henry Lau

Kristen Laur
Samuel and Roberta Levine
Heather Longstreth
John Lund
Tiffany Marsh
Stephanie Mason and Hal Margolit
James and Sharon Mauro
Pamela Maycroft
Erin McCoy
R. McGehee
Joseph McHugh
Kristina McKone
Curtis and Cynthia Meeder
Heidi Milicic
Linda and Ronald Miller
Holly Mills
Tatiana Minot
Amy Moore
Hiawatha Morrow
Mary Moss and Timothy McElreath
Meridith and Patrick Mulcahy
James Nestor
Kaye Nilson and Hesam Masoudi
Thomas Nuss
Timothy and Kimetha Oberle
William and Barbara Oberlin
Robert O’Keefe
Alyssa Oldani
Robin Orsborn
Raymond Orzel
Lynne Palmitier
Liliana Pernice
Susan and Alfonso Perri
Kathryn Ransford
David Rathke and Rosemary Feurer
David Ready
Timothy Rice
Diab Rizk and Laura Murphy
Carol Roberts
Kathleen Romig and Andrew Krepps
Frances Roth
Tamiko and M. Rothhorn
Eric Rothoff
Mark and Dorothy Rubin
Benjamin Ruby
Elisabeth Ruskowski
Kathleen and William Ryan
Benjamin Salba
Debora and Michael Schaffer
Helen Schneiderman and Daniel Vivian
Robert Schultz
David and Cynthia Sciulli
Jean Schwartz
Connie Schweifler
Robert and Kelly Shadowens
William and Virginia Shank
Martin Shields
Pamela and John Siemsen
Cheryl Simmons
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Andrea Simonelli
Edward and Connie Smendzuik
Charlene Snow
Suzanne Sobotka
Gloria Sochon
Brian and Terese Souders
Scott Sowulewski and 

Donna Spence-Sowulewski
Jonathon Sparks
Lawrence Spataro
Martin Spencer
Erika and Lucas Sponsler
Melissa and Kevin Staub
Matthew Stentz
Liesel Stevens
Matthew Stollak
William and Karen Strough
Christine Sutton
Cheryl Szego
Michael and Tanya Timiney
Jerome Tomas
Shantel Trevitnick

Annual Donors continued

ASSOCIATION, CORPORATE
AND FOUNDATION SUPPORT
July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006

Bravo Foundation
Fidelity Investments
Friends of Sylvia Tramm
Guzik and Associates, LLC
Horizon Advertising Agency
James Madison College Alumni Association
JT Group Inc.
Law Offices of Daniel P. Goggins, Inc.
Michigan Society of Association Executives
Morgan Stanley & Co. Inc.
Real Enhancements
Schwab Fund for Charitable Giving
South Beach Club
T. Rowe Price Program for Charitable Giving
Trammell Crow Company
Walnut Foundation
Wells Fargo Bank

Carl Trimble
Kathleen and Duncan Vance
Anne VanDis
Michael Vantubergen
Julie Vaughn and Robin Hyman
John Vlasin
Nancy and Thomas Warnica
Byron Waterman
Susan Waun De Restrepo and 

Juan Restrepo
Kirk Weber
Benjamin Wilensky
Daniel Willenborg and Sonita Harris
Andrea Williamson
Macel Wilson
Nicole Wilson
Michael and Mary Witzke
Ross Yednock
David and Kimberly Yoak
Rosemary Young
Gary and Janice Zeltzer

STAFF NEWS

Jeffrey Judge, previously director of admissions for JMC,
is now director of academic affairs and admissions for
the college. His position combines responsibilities for-
merly held by Constance Hunt. Judge also teaches at
Madison. His research interests include international
finance, economic development, political economy,
international security, peacekeeping, weapons prolifera-
tion, U.S. foreign and defense policy, and Russian foreign
and defense policy.

Congratulations to Jackie Stewart, secretary to the dean, who is celebrating her
35th anniversary with James Madison College. Stewart has worked for nearly
every Madison dean, with the exception of Dean Garfinkel. She is an invaluable
resource for Madison facts and history, but is careful to use discretion.
Thank you, Jackie!!

Gloria (“Gaby”) Tanner
assumed JMC’s new position of
coordinator of diversity pro-
gramming in July 2006. A
native Mexican, Tanner has
lived in Lansing since 2004.
She earned a bachelor’s in
international business and a

master’s in business administration from the
State University of Coahuila in Mexico.
Tanner has experience as a teacher in the
American Overseas School System in Mexico,
and previously worked in the Migrant Services
program at MSU. She is also working towards
a Ph.D. in the Higher, Adult, and Lifelong
Education Program at MSU. Her interests
include minority students, diversity, higher
education, and the education of Latinos (par-
ticularly ethnic Mexicans and Mexican
Americans) in the United States.

Jeffrey Judge

Gaby Tanner
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MSU Alumni Association Membership Application
Join www.msualum.com • (877) MSU-ALUM

______________________________________________________________________________________________
PRINT: MEMBER NAME-First, Middle Initial, and Last Name  MSU GRAD YR (if applicable)

______________________________________________________________________________________________
JOINT MEMBER NAME-First, Middle Initial, and Last Name  MSU GRAD YR (if applicable)

______________________________________________________________________________________________
PREFERRED ADDRESS     HOME    BUSINESS

______________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY STATE  ZIP

(__________)______________________________________ (_________)______________________________________
HOME PHONE                               BUSINESS PHONE

______________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR FUTURE CONTACTS NAME AT GRADUATION (if different)

Type of Membership
Annual Single Membership ........................................................................................................................ $45
Annual Joint Membership ........................................................................................................................ $55
Life Single Membership ......................................................................................................................... $700
LifeJointMembership ..............................................................................................................................$750
LifeSingleSenior(65yrs+).........................................................................................................................$400
Life Joint Senior (65 yrs+) ......................................................................................................................... $450

Life Installment Plans - 3 consecutive yearly payments 
LifeSingleInstallment ($325 $200 $200)...............................................................................................$725
Life Joint Installment ($375 $200 $200) ...............................................................................................$775
LifeSeniorSingleInstallment (65yrs+)($125 $150 $150) .........................................................................$425
LifeSeniorJointInstallment (65yrs+)($175 $150 $150) .........................................................................$475

Payment
Annual Auto Renew - Dues charged to credit card annually
Check enclosed - Payable to Michigan State University
VISA MC AMEX DISCOVER

___ ___ ___ ___ / ___ ___ ___ ___ / ___ ___ ___ ___ / ___ ___ ___ ___

Expiration Date ____/____ (required)

Mail to the MSU Alumni Association, 
242 Spartan Way, East Lansing, MI 48824-2005

MSUALUMNI
ASSOCIATION

07JMC
or send to JMC in the envelope in this newsletter issue.

James Madison Collegek                         k
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I vividly remember the first day I met Professor Hoekstra. It was
our first MC201 lecture after the terrorist attacks of September 11th,
2001. He gave an appropriate lecture regarding executive authority
and The Federalist Papers, one of his favorite topics and one that
had relevance to the situation at hand.

Two years later, I was fortunate enough to take “The Presidency
and Congress,” Professor Hoekstra’s trademark class. As we circled
the room introducing ourselves, I mentioned my involvement in the
MSU Democrats and Students for Howard Dean. Hoekstra quickly
acknowledged that he too hoped to see Dean do well, because if
Dean won the nomination the general election would surely go to
Bush. Little did I know that an all too short, but formative relation-
ship had begun.

As class progressed, I became a mainstay in Professor Hoekstra’s
schedule. Once or twice a week I would stop by his office and we
would chat for hours. We would discuss class topics, the current
political news, and numerous personal issues. It was here where
Professor Hoekstra left his greatest impression. Although we 
often disagreed on issues, we always discussed them in the most 
collegial fashion.

When I applied for the Truman Scholarship, I shared my
thoughts on the process with him and he, more than anyone, men-
tored me through the application proceedings. He also wrote the
most touching letter of support for my nomination, the ultimate
compliment from the man who was always cautious with his praise.
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Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI   48825

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

EAST LANSING,
MI 

PERMIT NO. 21

James Madison Scene 
is published twice annually.

Executive Editor: Kim Allan (allank@msu.edu)
Managing Editor: Kathleen McKevitt, IDIOM
Design: Shelee Bush, Sheleestudios
Editorial Assistant: Donna Hofmeister
Student Editorial Assistant: Sarah Blitz

Main Office Phone: (517) 353-6750
Office Fax: (517) 432-1804
www.jmc.msu.edu

Jeffrey Judge, Director of Admissions and Academic Affairs
Lori Lancour, Budget Officer
Grant Littke, Director of Field Experience/Student Affairs 
Pam Martinez, Faculty and Field Experience Secretary
Stephanie Murdoch, Development Secretary

Peter Murray, Information Technology Director

Lucy Ramsey, Admissions and Academic Affairs Secretary

Jackie Stewart, Secretary to the Dean

Gabriela Tanner, Coordinator of Diversity Affairs

James Madison College Staff
Sherman Garnett, Dean
Norman Graham, Acting Dean
Kim Allan, Alumni and Public Relations Director 
Rocky Beckett, Director of Development
Chris Foley, Field Career Advisor
Donna Hofmeister, Event Coordinator
Danielle Johnson, Admissions Specialist/Advisor

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

As my senior year approached, I was determined to write
an honors thesis on the presidency of Thomas Jefferson.
Professor Hoekstra was the only person I considered to select
as my primary reader. Despite taking great pride in being
called “the last Federalist” by his friends and colleagues,
Professor Hoekstra agreed to study Thomas Jefferson with me
for over a year. I am forever grateful to him for gritting his
teeth and dealing with my incessant Jeffersonian admiration
for such a long period of time.

When I graduated from JMC last year, I had a lot to look
forward to. I was preparing to go to William and Mary to
study public policy, which was an appropriate placement for
me considering the school was named after Thomas Jefferson.
Although I was eager to move to Virginia and continue my
education, I also realized I was leaving a lot behind. See, in
this way my relationship with Professor Hoekstra epitomizes
the college that he played such a formative role in developing.
I was leaving behind not only great professors, but close, life-
long friends and mentors who taught me how to think criti-
cally, learn, and live. Thank you, Professor Hoekstra, not only
for your impact on my life, but for helping create the special
place we all know as Madison.

Remembering Professor Hoekstra 
continued from cover
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